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| Nation Vindicated, Sc. 


INCE the Firſt Part of the Nation Vindj- 
' cated came out, when the Convocation was 
not ſitting, and no one has thought fit to 
fay any thing either in anſwer to it, or in 
defence of the Repreſentation, I deferr'd 
printing this Second Part till the Sitting of the 
Convocation, that the Lower Houſe might be the 
ſooner oblig'd either to diſown the Repreſentation 
publiſh'd in their Name, or elſe to juſtify it; or if 
they could do neither, to ask God and Man Pardon 
for the many ſevere Reflections therein caſt on the 
ns 
Having, in the Firſt Part, ſhewn bow little 
Reaſon the Repreſenters had to charge the Church 
and Nation, fince our Deliverance from Popery 
and Slavery, with wicked and immoral Practices, 
nuch leſs to complain of their exceſſive Growth 
hall now conſider what they aſſert concerning 
Lim an Increaſe of pernicious and deſtructive 
ions. EB, F 

A Stranger, when he finds the Repreſenters ſay - 
6 It muſt be confeſs'd that all Endeavours, pag. «, 
«hich may hitherto have been us'd by publick or 
vate Perſons to ſtop the Growth of this Evil, 5 
he provd ineffectual: In the midſt of ſuch 
Dicouragements, Infidelity hath taken deep root, 

eing cultivated with Care, bath ſpread its 

unches wide, and ſhot up to an amazing height, 
brought forth Fruit in great abundance; would 


1 
Þþ 
ö 0 
75 I . 
1 
IS! 
1 
ö 


ros 5: - theſe words, © We 


— Proteſt. © who will accuſe any one Man, much lels any g 
Chap. G. „ multitude of Men, of any great or bon 
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| from thence be apt ta conclude, Ml a great part of 
the Nation are turwg Ihfidels, and that there has 
| been a feat Conteſt: tween them and the Believers, 
"And he muſt Tikewile ſuppoſe, When de rezds 
ink our ſelves oblig'd to pive 
the various Steps taken to yn. 


_ © ſome Account 4 

_ © dermine the Kaundations of Chriſtianity, and to 

©infe&t the Minds ef your People with Atheiſm, 

X Deilen, 1 and 8 _ deſtruc- 

tive Error, that many who have eſcap'd Atheiſm 

and Deiſm, Jert kee with Hereſy, or ſom 

5 or deſtructive Error, ſince various Stepy 

have been taken to bring in every pernicious anc 

deſiraRiveEror;; EO 

As this is the ſad and deplorable Condition thel 

Gentlemen would have the World believe thi 

Cburch of England is in, ſo one would expect, tha 

to make out this ſurprizing Charge, they woult 

have given a clear Account of what various Steg 

had been taken to promote Atheiſm, what Deifn 

and what Heteſy ; and then have proceeded in t 

ſame Method with relation to every other deſirut 

tive Error: but inftead of ranging things und 

diiſtinct Heads, they write without any Order 

Method, and mention fo few Errors (tho they pr 

tend to give, without any exception, ſome Accu 

of every pernicious and deſtructive Error) that ei 

by their own Repreſentation of theſe Times, 0 

would think they were much better than the f 

mitive; in which, according to Epiphanius, tli 

were no leſs than eighty diſtinct Sects of Heretic 

Nay, St. Auftin makes the Hereſies of thoſe days 
de no lels thaneighty eight. 

Relig. of Mr. Chillingworth very juſtly obſerves, © Thit 


care, that the Greatneſs of his Evidence do ed 
© if not exceed the Quality of the Crime. 
Atheiſm, or the Disbeſtef of all Natural and 
veal'd Religion, being the higheſt Crime, q 

tainly requires more than ordinary Evidence: 
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go not find that theſe Repreſenters, not withſtand - 

ing their Promiſe, have ſo much as offer d to ſhew - 
any lone Step hat bas been taken to promote 1 
The indeed take it for grantęd that there are A: _ 


theiſts, by ſaying, We have reaſon to believe that Pag. 7. 


© Mr: Whiftor is ſupported in his Undertaking, and 
- ©.;ncourag'd to proſecute it, by the liberal Contribu - 
© tions, and inſidious Applauſes of thoſe who are the 
© determin'd Enemies of all Religion and Good- 
© neſs. But if there were any ſuch Men, can 
we ſuppoſe they would be at any Expence, much 
les contribute liberally, to advance the Opinion of 
any one Set of Chriſtians above another? ſince all 
Religions muſt be alike to ſuch as are the deter- 
min d Enemies of all Religion and - Goodneſs, 
It looks as if ſome Men were conſcious of their own 
Inabilities to deal with this Adverſary on the ſquare ; 
and therefore to prejudice others againſt him, and 
the Cavſe he is engag'd in, they aſſert this ſcanda- 
bous Report. Their uſual Method is, to charge all 
' that differ from them with Atheiſm: but when a 
_ Clergyman happens to have ſhewn ſo diſtinguiſhing 
Leal for promoting Religion, that this Charge 
wauld be too groſs ; then, as the next moſt invidious 
_ thing, they ſay, he is incourag'd and ſupported by 
the liberal Contributions of the determin'd Enemies 
of all Religion and Goodneſs, And conſidering 
how this poor Man has been already us d, one may 
venture to ſay, without breach of Charity, That 
thoſe are not the determin'd Friends of Religion 
and Gobdneſs, who endeavour thus to blacken him, 
And how falſe their Charge is, may be ſeen in his Pag. 58. 
Account of the Proceedings of the Convocation. 
After the ſame manner theſe Repreſenters treat 
tile Sociniaus, and ſay, Their Pamphlets, when Pag. 7, 
irſt publiſn d, were countenanc'd and recommended — 
* by the determin'd Enemies of all Religion and 
* GooGnels,” But ſuppoſing this to be true, yet if 
| thele Men recommended the Socinian Tracts, when 
firſt publiſh'd, and the Socinians, as theſe Gentle- 
men affirm, * ſcatter'd their Poiſon as ſoon as the 
- Dilpate with the Church of Rome was ended, — 
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ſuch, the very worſt thing that God bimſelf could | 
do to them, might then come to be their Choice: 


Enemies to all Religion muſt have been made ſo be- 
fore the Revolution, which put an End to that Popiſh 
Controveriy, becauſe it muſt be a Work of Time 
to conquer the force of Education, and go directly 
counter to all the Notions of thoſe they converſe 


Mankind, and entertain ſuch groſs Abſurdities, as ; 


Io do the Repreſenters all the Juſtice imaginable, 
1 ſhall take notice of whatever they ſuggeſt to have 
the leaſt ' tendency to Atheiſm ; and therefore! 
ſhall not here omit obſerving, that they complain, 
That the Neceſſity of all human Thoughts and 
Actions has been aſſerted; an Aſſertion, ſay they, |} 
which overturns the foundation of all Religion, 
© whether natural or inſtituted, and renders all 
| F* Notions of Good and Evil, of Rewards and Pu. 
© niſhments, whether in this Life or the next, 
_ © groundlels and vain” „ 


niſhments neceſſarily influence Mens Actions, ſhould 


were vain and groundlels, 


T8) 


with; nay, abandon the common Sentiments of 


make them become determin'd Enemies of all Reli: 
gion and Goodneſs: and conſequently this Suppoſi- 
tion reflects on the Times before the Revolution 
which bred up ſuch Monſters. | 


is very ſtrange, that the Conſequence of an 
Aſſertion, which ſuppoſes that Rewards and Pu- 


be, that they had no effect on Mens Actions, but 
Had Men a power to hate themſelves, or were they 
at liberty-to chuſe Pain of Miſery, knowing it to be 


and the Foundation of all Religion, viz, Puriſh- 
meuts and Rewards, would then be vain and ground- 


zels; becanſe they would be.as much at liberty to 


prefer ſuch things, to which the greateſt Puniſt- & 
ments are annex d, before thoſe which have the 0 
greateſt Rewards accompanying ther, as if there et 
had been no Rewards or Punihments. Be 
But if Men are neceſſarily determin'd to love them- IM 
ſelves, the Deſixe of getting Pleaſure, and avoiding inſ 
Pai, muſt as neceſſarily govern their Actions. None pte 


evet: gare another any reaſon why he ſhou d deſire 0 
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Happineſs, or endeavour to avoid Miſery : This is 
taken by every body to be inſeparable from human 
Nature; and as it is the only innate Principle in 
Man, ſo it muſt be the Spring of all his Actions, 
even in things that ſeem the moſt indifferent”: and 
tis to this Source that his Reaſonings and Delibe- 
rations are owing, becauſe as neceſſarily as he de- 
ſires to avoid what is hurtful to him, and to ob- 

tain what is good, ſo neceſſarily does he doubt and 
deliberate; or in other words, weigh the Conve- 
nience or Inconvenience of an Action, till he is ſa- 
tify'd of the Conſequence of it; and then all Deli- 
| beration, there being no longer any room for it, 


7 TM nin gs ig... 
Iis evident to every conſidering Perſon, that as 
Men can't help judging according to Appearayces, 
ſo different Appearances neceſſarily produce diffe- 
rent Judgments, and different Judgments different 
Wills; and that he who by Folly or Paſſion pre- 
fersthat which proves hurtful to him, chuſes it under 
the Notion of an appearing Gd. 
Ibe difference between Men and Angels is not, 
that both alike do dot neceſſarily defire their own 
Good; but that the latter, by having their Judg- 
ments ſo much better inform'd, cannot commit ſuch 
Miſtakes as Men do. Nay, God himſelf, by the Ex- 
cellency of bis Nature, is neceſſarily determin'd al- 
Ways to will the beſt ; and yet that does not hinder 


4 but that he is abſolutely free, becauſe nothing can 

. prevent his acting as he pleaſes. 
of And Man is a free Agent, when he is not binder'd 
. om putting his Will in execution, tho his Will is 

]- Wl the neceſſary Reſult of bis Judgment. N 


Jo ſappoſe the Will of Man is the Cauſe of it 
ll, is to make it to be before it was; and to ſup- 
fole it had no Cauſe, is to make it ſelf-exiſtent and 
eternal : but if, like all other things which have a 
inning, it has a Cauſe, it muſt neceſſarily flow 
from that Cauſe, fince the Cauſe and the Effect are 
inſeparable ; or in other words, every Cauſe muſt. 
produce its Effect, otherwiſe it cou'd' not) be a 
auſe; and what muſt produce its Effect, neceſſa- 
UE BEOCOCES — r 


I the Church of England had thought theſe Con 
; were to be charg'd on the Doctrine of 
VWVWeceſſty, ſhe wou'd not in the leaſt have favourd 
Artic, 17. it, by ſaying that Predeſtination to Life is the ever- 
laſting Purpoſe of God, conflantly decreed before the 
Foundation of the World, to bring theſe he bas choſen 
in Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, as Veſſels made t 
Honour. And in the Apology at the end of our Bi- 
5 bles printed by the Queen's Printer in 1589. (with 
Printed which the * Suffrages of our Divines at the Synod of 
at Lon- Dort agree) it is declar d, That ſome are Veſſels 'of 
don 1629. Wrath ordain'd to Deftruttion, as others are Veſſels of 
Mercy prepar'd to Glory. And what difference is 
there between ſuch Actions and neceſſary Aions, 
ſince whatſoever God has thus predeſtinated, or- 
dain d, or decreed, muſt neceſſarily come to paſs? 
In Queen Eli xabeth's Reign the Church appeat d 
o zealous for this Doctrine, that by direction of te 
Strype's Biſhops the incorrigible Free- will Men among the 
Arnals, * inferiour Clergy were to be ſent into ſome Caſtle 
Ch. 17. in North-Males or Wallingford, there to live on 
© their Labour and Exerciſe, and none ſuffer d to 
 * reſort to em but their Keepers, till they were 
fond to repent of their Errors. 
| What can be a greater Demonſtration, that there 
have not been any Steps ſince the Revolution ta- 
ken in favour of Atheiſm, if this is all that tbeſe 
Gentlemen, aſter no doubt a moſt diligent Search, 
„„ e to juſtify ſo terrible a Charge? in 
Firſt Vol, which none is more concern d than the moſt Ortho- 
ef Serm. dox Dr. South, who ſays, The whole Train of E- 
P. 38 1, &c. © yents is laid before-hand.——God does not firſt 
Wait what the Creature will do, and then frame 
his Deerees. What he once intends, he intended 
P. 386. from all Eternity. They ought to have reſolyd 
the Neceflity of all inferior Events into the free 
* Determinationiof God? NE 
I) bo theſe Repreſenters have not ſhewn that there 
| has been any one Pamphlet publiſh'd in favour of A- 
Repreſen- theiſm ; yet the /r:4 Convocation affirm, * 
tation, * many of thoſe Arheiſtical Books wrote and dil 
7. 5. pers d in a Neighbour Nation, are brooght det 


off 


3 1 > 
© hither, and ſome reprinted here.— By this means, 
© hy they, too many are inclin d too ſtrongly to 
( (et up the Light of e for their only Guide, 
end farisfy their Conſciences with a Religion pure- 

ey moral.” It's ſomething ſtrange, that Books de- 
| fpn'd to deſtroy all Conſcience and extirpate the 
Light of Nature, and level'd againſt all Religion, 
that which is purely moral, as well as that which is 
not ſo, ſhon'd ſatisfy Mens Conſciences with a Re- 
ligion purely mora] : One wou'd not ſure expect 
this Effect from Books, which they ſay are with 
great Artifice calculated to expoſe all that 1s accounted 
Sacred among us to Contempt and Scorn, Tis to be 
hoped, they think there's ſome Sacredneſs in things 
MATS 75 ig tg nn ne gs | 
Aud now | ſhall examine whether there is more 
Truth in what is ſaid of the Disbelief of Reveal'd 
Religion having ſo widely ſpread it Rf 

The Repreſenters fay, The Doctrines reveal'd Pag. 7. 
by our Saviour were ſpoken of with profane L. 
ty and Contempt, his Humiliation and Suffer- 

* ings were derided, his Perſon was blaſphem d, 
and treated with as great Indignity and Scorn, as 
den he ſtood at the Judgment-Seat of Pilate.” 

I ſhon'd not have gueſs d who is here aim'd at, did 
net ſeveral High-Church Pamphlets charge part of 
9 on the Author of the Growth f 
Nothing certainly can be more unjuſt than to 
charge a Man with maintaining an Aſſertion, When 
he only brings it in as an Objection in order to con- 
lute it. If this Method were fair, moſt of the Cler- 

g might be made either Atheiſts or Deiſts; ſince 
not only in their Sermons they mention what thoſe 
Men are ſuppos d to ſay, but many of them have 
Mit long Conferences and Dialogues, wherein they 
etend to ſtate their Object ions at large. 


Ibis Reverend Author imputes the Riſe of Deiſm 
*. n this Nation to the Conduct of High- Church 
* Prieſts, under the Adminiſtration of Laud - and 


ys, © That ſome of thoſe Gentlemen, who in their Pag. 2, 4. 
Travels into Popiſh Countries had perceiv'd that 
6 B e e Popery 


( 10 ) 

© Popery in all its Branches was only a Device of 

© the Prieſthood to advance their Wealth, Honour, 

© and Power ; and upon their Return ſeeing with 
* thoſe Eyes lately clear d up in Jraly and France, 

d that the Biſhops here were then ſetting up a Papal 
© Power, and that the Kirk claim'd no lefs, and 
_ © that the Controverſy at the bottom was not, 


© whoſe Religion was beſt, but only what Set of 
© Prieſts ſhould make the beſt Market of the mere 


© Layman This he ſuppoſes prejudic'd them not WW 
only againſt the Clergy, but even againſt the Reli- ar 
gion they taught. And then, according to the Cuſ- oj 

tom of Divines, he brings in a Deiſt arguing after 
this manner: Lis not impoſſible that the antient tr. 
© Clergy might be poſſeſsd with the ſame Spirit of WMW* | 
© Pride which has prevail'd over the modern. If . 
© thoſe Writings which they call Holy Scriptures are “ 
© of their ſide, as they all ſay they are, | make no WM 1 
doubt but they were of their own Inventions; “ 
and if Jeſus Chriſt laid the foundation of thoſe . 
© Powers which both Popiſh and Proteſtant Clergy EY 
© claim to themſelves from under him, the old ks . 
mans did bim right, in puniſhing him wich he Wi | 
n)) ĩðV0½ö mait Sh ants, Wh 
— This Divine ſhou'd have made his Deiſt ſpeak War: 
with more Decency : but want of that is not a lots WWW i 
cient ground to charge on him the Sentiments of the U 
| Deiſt ; eſpecially ſince he had juſt before demonſira- WF K 
ted the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, and more Wi th 
than once aſſures bis Deiſt, if he would but read 0 
the Bible, the Prejudice he had conceiv d againſt it on .! 
the account of the Conduct of the Clergy would io 
ſoon vaniſh: or if he thought that too much, he de e 
ſires him to read the Character given of it by àn rin 
Andeſigning Layman, Sir 24, Hales; which Cha- Wit 
P. 1;. rater be there ſets down at large, and then de pet 
 ſhews that this great and good Man had much the ti 
| ſame Sentiments concerning the Cauſe of the Growtl WM bu 
Wen oO OR TY nt NP On: * 
Were this Deiſt now alive, had he ſeen his Ob- 10 
P. 221. jection mention d in Sacheverel's Tryal, as the da en 


phemous Opinion of the Author himſeclf, 1 


terefore the Church was in danger; or had he ſeen 
i Body of Men, upon no better ground than this, 
Arm that there have been Books written, wherein 
Chiff's Humiliation and Sufferings, &c, wou'd this 
hire taken off his Prejudices, eſpecially if he had 
ferv'd that the only Men who had treated our 
Gyiour's Sufferings after a moſt unworthy manner, 
were not at all animadverted upon? I mean thoſe 


Reverend Divines, who have made the Crime of 


crucifying the Son of God to have been equal'd, 
of ſome caſes exceeded by that of the late Re- 
LiCl Es. ER 55 . : e 0 
do not wonder this Reverend Divine is thus 
treated, when J find him ſay ing, Did not Sir R. H. P. 16. 


* lately write a * Treatiſe, wherein with great * Hiſtary.of 


„Learning and accurate Judgment he diſtinguiſhes Religian. 
* betwixt Religion and Prieſtcraft? and was he not 
' trzted for it with a true Prieſtly Inſolence and 
Malice in the Pulpit at Whitehall, by A. one of 
their Majeſty's Chaplains, and repreſented as a 
* Sorver and Atheiſt, becauſe he ſcorn'd to ſubmit = 
lo a Religion but that of Chriſt's Inſtitution ?* 
to They che great Increaſe - of Unitarianiſm, 
Mich they ſuppoſe to be one chief Cauſe of the 
Ine exceſſive Growth of Infidelity, thev ſav, © That P. 6. 
in dehance to the Laws, they (the Socinians) fet 
up for making Proſelytes by a multitude of wic- - 
ked Books and Pamphlets, which for ſome years 
ther diipers'd from the Preſs without Controul 
The few Socinian Tracts ſold fo very ill, that they 
Mud not pay for their Priniing 3 and {fince the 
Veath of Mr. Firmin (who was at the expence of 
ting them) there has ſcarce been a Pamphlet of 
nt nature publiſn d. And I might here add, that 
ſt of theſe Pamphlets were ſaid to be wrote by 
tigh-Church Prieſt of the Dioceſs of L---d--1, 
Bur theſe Gentlemen add, They at laſt pro- p. 6. 
9 ed fo far, as even to ſet up a Religious Aſſeen- 
ul Wherein Divine Worſhip was publickly per- 
amd ia a way agreeable to the Principles of the 
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© Unitarians, and weekly Sermons preach'd in de. 

BE 7 54 ẽ d 
This can only relate to a Lecture which Mr. Ex- 
lyn kept for ſome time after his Return from Je. 
land; where he was fin'd a Thouſand Pounds, and 
ſuffer d above two years Impriſonment, for preach- 
iing a Doctrine (if we may believe Mr. I/, 
Account of who has publiſh'd an intire Copy of the Words 
the Convo- charg'd on him in bis Indictment) wbich is but lit 
CaFron 7 tle different from what Biſhop Bull, and with 
2 . him our preſent Convocation, begin freely to aſen: 
W yet ſuch Dread had People of any thing that look'd 
like Socinianiſm, that notwithitanding the great 
Eſteem they bad (as all that know him muſt hae) 
for his eminent Piety, Probity, and Parts, be was 
oblig d to drop his Lecture, tho in his preaching be! 
avoided meddling with that Controverſy; of which 
at the bottom of the Page there is a Certificate un- 

„% d ” 
Mir. Whifton has not only told the World that 
I bid. 5.57. Mr. Emlyn utterly deny d the Fact, but ſaid, © Wit 
phat face cod'd this Author affirm ſuch. a thing 
© and endeavour to draw in a whole Convocation te 
_ © affirm the ſame thing, tho entirely falſe and 
© groundleſs ?* People expected that the Reprefen 
ters, in order to confound theſe two Fereticks, and 
to put a ſtop to Hereſy, wou'd before now has 
| producd à Cloud of Witneſſes to julify wh: 

they ſaid of this. Unitarian Aſſembly. _ 
Wbo can believe that ſuch eminent Divines | 
Dr. Atterbury, Dr. Smalridge, Dr. Gaſtrel, who b 


A Theſe are to certify, That during the time of my Pres 
ing in London, I preach'd no Sermon in oh poſit ion #0 the Di 
trine of the Trinity, or in defence of the Principles of # 
Dnitarians; but made it my. buſineſs to perſuade Men 
Practical Religion. Nor was there any thing in OK Warſh 
but any Trinitarian might have join'd in, if be cou d bt 

: ed with the antient Creed, call the Apoſtles, which 1 
conſtantly repeated among us. ” 
October 20. 1711, Tho. Emlyn. Ti 


j OE EEO 


being benefic'd in ſ know the tr: 
this matter, cou d be concern'd in giving this Ac- 


„„ 


London maſt know the truth of 


count? EIS 4 | 6 | 8 1 Ss gt 
The Repreſenters complain, That the Scheme of p. 3. 
© Morality propos'd by the Goſpel was undervalu d. 


o 


and ſaid not to be beyond the Reach of human 


Invention.” And in Sacheverell's Tryal, theſe words p. 211. 


© my old Acquaintance (a Deiſt) always thought 
© the Moral part of the Bible very good, but then he 
© ao thought that by the Strength of his own Rea- 


© ſon he could have wrote as good.” But tis not the 


are quoted out of the Growth of Deiſm : © One of 


Divine who muſt anſwer for this, but the Deiſt; who 
afterwards ſays, when upon his reading the Bible 


he had overcome the Prejudices that the Conduct of 


the Prieſts had made him conceive againſt Religion, 


hat he was convinc'd he was indebted to Revela- 


"Spiritual Rulers, he plainly ſaw there was need 
enough of Miracles to beat down their Prejudices, 


* what a profound Reſpect the Jews paid to their 


| Growth of : 
tion more than he thought; and that conſidering Dein, 


P. 22. 


* and make them liften to thoſe excellent Morals 


* Chriſt gave them; but that no Miracles are ſtrong 


* enough to prevail over the Prieſts or Prieſt-ridden | 
' People to become Profelytes to the Doctrine of 


_ * Univerſal Love and Charity.“ 


Our Divines do in effect ſay the ſame thing with 
this Deiſt, when they affirm that the Moral Law is 
bot arbitrary, but immutable and eternal, and, con- 
ſequently the fame before, as well as after the coming 
el Chriſt, and at all times diſcoverable by all 


Mankind; otherwiſe it cou'd not be a Law to all 


Mankind. And this is no new Doctrine of our Di- 


vines, but what the Primitive Fathers taught. 


Celſus, a molt bitter Enemy of the Chriſtians, 
tlinking, as Origen tells us, to reflect on the Chril- 
dan Morality, ſays, There's nothing new in it, 
nothing but what was in common with the Philo- 


46 ſophers. But Origen turn'd his Argument upon 


lim, and fays, © If we admit the Judgments of Orig, 


God to be juſt, we muſt acknowledg that there cont.Cell: 
aan be no ground for the Puniſhment of 8 
. 1 | St 4 | © unleſs 


lib. I. i 


* v * ; 
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© unleſs the common Conceptions of all Men are 

_ © ſofficient to give them a ſound Underſtanding in 
_ © the Duties of Morality ; and therefore it is not 
© to be thought ſirange, that thoſe things, which 
© God has taught us by the Prophets and our 83. 
_ © viour, were implanted by him in the Minds of all 
Men, that ſo every Man having the Intention and 
© Meaning of the Law written in his own Heart, 


© ſhou'd be left without Excuſe before the Divine 


© Tribunal.” 

I have mention'd Origen rather than any other 
* 3/7, Father, becauſe a * Celebrated Divine, the better 
2--vcs, to extol his Character, has ſtrangely depreſs'd that 
„es of all other Chriſtians who liv'd before and in his 
een time, ſaying, © He was ſuch an Honour to the 


, Church and Profeſſion, that he wip'd off a very | 
Vincent. © popular Objection, That none but Fools were 


LII in. © Chriſtians” Had any bat a High-Churchman 
$32 made thus free with 'em, he had afforded theſe Gen 
tlemen plentiful Matter of Harangue. 


Were it true, that Infidelity had ſpread it {elf 


ſo wide as theie Repreſenters wou'd have us believe, 
they had no need to endeavour to perſuade the 
World that theſe things bad been {aid-by a number 


of Lay-Infidels, in order to infect the Minds of the 


People, when in truth they arc all taken out of one 
ſimngle Author, and him a Clergyman too, who men. 


tions them as Objections of Deiits, not with a de. 


. ſign to promote, but confound Infidelity. © 
F.. Theſe Gentlemen complain, That the Moſaick 


Account of the Creation has been repreſented as 


5 : 


© mere Allegory and Fable. „ 
I bo it was the Opinion of the Primitive Fathers, 
that thę Account of the Creation was Allegorical; 


and even in the fifth Century St. Auſtin, who in 
* Tem. 3. after Ages was eſteem d the Standarc of Ortho- 


lib. im- doxy, is fo far from thinking that the Moſaick AC 


perf. de count of it is to be underſtood literally, thar be 


Ge: ad maintains * the whole World was created in an inſtant, 
lit. c. 7. and that the ſix days Labour refers to the different 


& lib.4.ad Degrees of Knowledg in Angels: yet I believe there 


lit. c. 21, axe none now fo abſurd, as to be govern'd by the 


ß Ws mT REP mb, Tn 


Authority | 


cn. 
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Authority of the Fathers in this caſe. And there- 
fre I can't gueſs whom the Repreſenters point at, tho 
ome think this is level'd againſt Dr. Burnet of the 
Garter-houſe, who indeed ſuppoſes that the Dialogue 
ktween Eve and the Serpent is to be interpreted 


llegorically. But one wou'd think theſe Gentlemen 
Wer {of unmercifully, as to miſtake the 
Fall for the Creation ; or fo far forget themſelves as 


cou' d not bl 


to mean him, when at the diſtance of a few Pages 


© much Religion has ſuffer d by the Attempts made 
„to ſhew how all the Steps taken in that great 


and to intimate how little the Wiſdom of Go 


If this be a juſt Reflection, it relates only to the 


to explain either the Creation or the Deluge. 


God was concern'd in making the World, that they 


frm with the Apoſtle, That the inviſible things of Rom. r. 


they cou'd not but have his Theory of the Earth in 
view, when they ſay, © We are not inſenſible how p. 


Work of Omnipotence, the Creation of the 
© World, were to be accounted for by the Know-. nm 
© Laws of Motion; and that the DeſtraQion of 
© the Deluge might in like manner be explain'd : 
„for the Tendency of ſuch Attempts has been to 
| * confine the Thoughts of Men to ſecond Cauſes, 


© mas concern'd in the making the World. 
Clergy themſelves, ſince no Layman has attempted 
Dieines, when they have no particular View, are 


ſo far from ſuppoſing that ſtudying the Works of 
the Creation intimate how little the Wiſdom of 


19, 


God from the Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, 20. 


bring underſtood by the things that are made, even hs 
Eternal Power and Godhead : and that the more we 
ſtudy the Creation, the more we ſhall admire the 
Wiſdom of the Creator. And there's ſcarce a Ser- 
mon againſt Atheiſm, but's full of Arguments for 
the Being of a God, drawn from the Works of the 


Creation, Nay, they fay that tis ſcarce poſſible 


br a Man who reflects juſtly, to forbear being in 


tle higheſt Raptures at the Divine Wiſdom, when 
e contemplates any of its ſtupendous Works, 
and that *tis only true of the Tricks of Juglers, 
hat the leſs they are underſtood, the more they 


are 


are admir'd. After this manner Divines as' 1, 
argue; but now, it ſeems, to ſhew that Mathema. 
_ ticks, Reaſon, and Philoſophy do all atteſt to Reye. 
lation, and that the grand Changes mention'd in 
_ Scripture are rationally to be ſolv'd in agreement 
with the Sacred Accounts, and that they do neceſ 

ſarily ſuppoſe an All- wiſe Providence, is become 3 
Mark of Infidelity. „ | | J 


P. 8. 


ſented as leſs firm and certain, by a pretended Cal. 

© culation of Degrees, according to which the Cre: 
© dibility related in Scripture muſt every Age de- 
5 yen. FFT 


Mathematica Theologiæ Chriſtians; who there pte- 
tends to demonſtrate that the Certainty of Fads 
which depend on human Tradition (as all do where 
a Man has not a Divine Revelation himſelf) malt 
 leflen in proportion to their diſtance from the tine 
when they were done. And I am told by good 


Mathematicks of this Reverend Divine and what 


_ Phil. Tran. 


Abr. vol. 3. 
P. 2. Sect. 


25. P. 662. 


diſputed amongſt the different Sects, than what 
Books were genuine Scripture, and what not; Je 
theres now none, either Orthodox or Heretick, 
that ſo much as queſtions any of thoſe ſmaller Epi- 


Euſ. l. 3. 
. 25s. 


much miſtaken, and that Length of Time does not 
leſſen the Credibility of Sacred Matters. I far rg 


velat ions, tho rejected by the Council of Laan 
in 360, and not admitted till the eighth Century 9 


tho one wou d think indeed the Reverend Dr. 59# 
cou d not believe it to be of Divine Anon 


E 
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The Repreſenters ſay, © That the Grounds of 
© believing the Goſpel in this Age, have been repre- 


* 


Ibis relates to the Reverend Mr. Craig's Principia 


. R owe. SO £3... 


Judges, that there's little difference between the 


is printed in the Philoſophical Tranſactions about 
the Credibility of human Teftimony, ſaid to be 
written by Dr. Hooper, one of our preſent Biſhops. 
But Experience ſhows us that this Reverend Divine, 
notwithſtanding his pretended Demonſtration, 1s 


inſtance, in the primitive time nothing was more 
ſtles, which even in Euſebiuss time were generallſ 
look d on as doubtful. Nay, the Book of the ke 


any Council, is now publickly diſown'd by no one; 


45% 


be ſays, © That tis a Book, that * 5 the South's 
le ch 1 ſtudy'd the leſs it is underſtood, wes the Serm, 
21 fioding 3 Man crack d, or "vs. prog 
' him fo. | 7 
Hitherto we have 1 met with f none Rat Divines who 
omote the Cauſe of Deiſm; and tho the Repre- 
— go as far as Amfterdam for a Reaſon of the 
exceſlive Growth, of Infidelity at home, yet ſtill tis, 
: Divine they pitch on, when they ſay, © That the P. 
* ee the Holy Writ was ſo explain d, as 
© amounted 2 Denial of it: for they here, I 
preſume, mean J Author of the Letters concern ing 
. He tells us indeed, that the Hiſtory of 
che Old Teſtament. is only A ſtracts taken out of 


WH larger Records, which in many places it refers to: 

) And that to relate Matters of Fact of their own 

« honledg, nothing more than Sinceity was re- 

e od in the Writers of the Goſpel, 5 1 
f When the Deifts argue, if there be not an exa>& 1 
: WH /orecment between the Facts related in the Cano- — 
aal Books, that the Holy Ghoſt, who 7 EE. a 
e nt 2 age. in what, be relates, cou d not be the 1 1 
i 110 or of em; our Divines anſwer with relation 3 {i 
db Goſpels, That the Differences which appear in 

e che minute. Circumſtances of the Facts related in 9 
" them, are a proof that the Writers of the Go ſpels 1 
ic, id not invent what Ne ſay, or write by concerts al 
is Wl ence if they had, they ou'd ſo wal have adjuſted Ce 1 
10k Nlings, as not to ave ier 'd in the moſt de h ig , 
for Wl Cicumſtances: which is in effect  faying- the fame I 
ore One as Is here condemn'd in t. he Anſterd am Pi- — 
hat „ N 
ye The Repreſenters. complain, 5 That the natural P, 87 ID 
ich geren 15 e Soul was oppesd as Vue | 
Epi- 1155 PEO ndlefs Error. 


0 


8 6 
Fs may be a Tag in Philoſophy 3 but how 2. 1 
denecurage Ipfidelity more than ownjn F) rd on ol 


ja rel Mortality, af the Body; I can't ſee. — 5 1 

y by h may. be truly charg'd with Infidelity, 170 „ 
one ink that God's ſaying of a thing is not a ſufficient | |: 
South 5 Fool of kits Truth, except we have recourſe to vain = 
rity too phy to help bim out. 

whe OC What 


+. 418k 


_ , What can ſavour more of Infidelity, than not to 


SE —5 5 be ſatisfy 0 with the | words of Truth, except other 
% natare, of things con fi 
- withit? Is not this highly to weaken the Evidence 


ol all thoſe Matters that depend wholly on the Pro- 
miſts of God, and to ſuppoſe that the.Eulk of Man. Wl « 

kind, to whom all the Metaphyſical Arguments ſor Wl - 

the patura! K pet of the Soul fnuſt appem . 
mere Jargon, cant babe a ſufficient Proof of tir WM 
Itbinb it is bighly uncharitable to condemn thog M's 

of Infidelity, who preſume tot to be wiſe above mbar ll © 
written; and who, becauſe the "Scripture affrns, Ml © 
2 Tim. 2. that Chriſſ bath 177 155 Death, amd brought Life nd 
6. Immortality to Ligiit thro the Goſpel; dare not ſy in Ml © 
oppolitioh' to it That the Light bf Nature, ante» Wl 
cedent to Divine Revelation, has brought the natural P 


menen Sou! to Ligbt: ef cially wher 
they ſee thoſe who maintain this, divided about the 
Nature of the Soul, Howe making it“ an extended, 
—ſiome an nextended Being; ſome ſaying 'tis in à 
: | Place, others in a Ubi; ſome affftming tis in a 
Place circumſcriptiuè, others only definitive : which 

s as intelligible as their aying, rr Al in Al, and 

1 All un every Part.” 705 e ene en e _ 

_ 11Djvines generally maintain, that Preſervation is; 
continu'd Crektion, and that it as much fequires an 
Ompipotent Power to keep things in being, as at 

_ fitft to give them an Exiſtence. After this how ein 

they affirm any Creature to be naturally immo: 

much more ho cab they 'condetrin any one of pro-W n 


moting Infidelity, who thinks there's an infinite dif- b 
| ference between the Nature of a Cregture and te n 
-- -" Creator, and believes the Scripture” calls God tber 


1 Tim. 1. Only In mortul, becauſe He alone is naturally fo?” , 
17. Me have hitherto met with nothitig to ju{thy 
„ this heavy Charge olg [RE erte Gfowth of In; AG 
delity, bat now we may expect wonderful Diſco 
ries ; Otherwiſe the Repreſenters/wou'd not uſher M 

77 What they are going to ſay, with this following PM 
p. „ pots Exclamation: With what Induſtry and Leal, 

| © by what dark and ſubtle Methods this MI fer! 


1 


he 
bic 


0... 
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? | : 2 Fins is Ans 5 27 r. be | =F 2 
ef Iniquity has been carry'd on, we beg leaye to 
| WR Ties; | MOL IS ID e ol Pet; 71475 
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t repreſent. © © 


tare beard Her de we doubt (add theſe chatte 
ble perſons of the Tr uth of it 5 haviny obſe vo 


2 


„% nent), and divided Efforts of particular Per- 
| ©{ons, but rather! to have been the Reſult of united 
n WM © Counfels and Endeavours. And to make out all!“ 
& Wl this, they affirm,” tho without offering the leaſt 
roof, that ſeveral Facts were done by theſe Factors 


2 % Combination and united Counſeis of Infidels, be- 
Aae they act h/ Combination and united Counſels; 
ieh hey act by Combination and united Counſels, be- 
nd cue they had done theſe thing. 
- WF This bowever (hall not hinder me from fully exa- 
is Wining what they fay has been done by Men com- 
5 an bin d together for promoting the Cauſe of Infide- 
s at ey. They have, ſay they, reprinted together in 
can the moſt contracted manner many looſe and li- 
rtal? WF centious Poems, in order to their being purchas d 
pro- Wt more cheaply, and diſpers d more eaſily ; and have 
k Dy that means convey'd the Infection to great 
| te numbers of Men, who wou'd otherwiſe have lain 
dont the reach of it. 
Charity, which thinks no Ill, will never ſuppoſe 
uff Nat to be done by Numbers combin' d together with = 
of In; WP very wicked a Deſign, when the Matter may lie 
ſcote; deeper than that ſome Hedp-Printer, who mere 
her u to get a Penny is ready to print an inflaming 
"000 as well as a baudy Poem, ſet his Preſs to 
| Leal PU, and reprinted theſe looſe Poems. And this 
y ere may conclude from the wretched manner in 

* obich thoſ 


ſe Poems are printed: but if the thing 


Guides tell them, but think that a blind 7cal for 
their Intereſt, and the moſt uncharitable Treatment 


 Gwhich is all that they mean by being for the; 
0 Church) may attone for want of Morality, And 
þ 88 theſe looſe Poems were publiſh'd by a 
_ Confederacy, tis moſt likely to be done by wicked 


Godly and Virtuous Laymen. 


td affirm after ſo ſolemn a. manner, that Licentioul; 
neſs had of late overſpread the Face of the Churc 
and Kingdom, might have tempted them to publi 
theſe. looſe Poems, and then make the publiſhing 
em an Argument of the Licentiouſneſs of the Age] 
and a Pretence for reſtraining the Preſs, and gaining 
more Power for the Clergy; the ſole End and De 
ſign of this pious Repreſentation” 
If ſome Men did not find their Intereſt in encou 
raging Licentiouſneſs, we ſhou'd not meet Wit 
ſuch univerſal Complaints of the Youth being cor 
rupted and debauch' d in thoſe places, where thil 
_ deluded Parents expect they ſhall 
that Innocence they uſually carry thither., 
That a Batchelor of Divinity, if he has no Cur 


| Pears from the Confeſſion of the Reverend Mt 
Barnes; who, in, excuſe for publiſhing Anacrea 


| lies deeper, and, this muſt be done with fome pole 
tick Deſign, the queſtion will be, who are th poli- 
| intereſted to do tis ss. the maſt 


Now 'tis certain, that looſe and licentious People 


content themſelves with whatever Religion the 
| Chance of Education has thrown on them; they 
are never e . or ſerious enough to have {6 


rict à Regard for Truth, as to be at the pains 


to examine into the grounds of the Religion they 


are educated in. On the contrary, they not onl 
have an implicit Belief for whatever their licens' 


of all who are not as Prieſt-ridden as themſelves 


and defigning Priefts, who dread nothing more thar 


The ſame View that cou'd engage a Set of Me 


* 
2 


be confirm dei 


of Souls, is capable of printing looſe Poems, 3? 


drunken and baudy Songs, lays, He 26 onl a Batelt 
lor of Divinity, without Cure of Souls: And Mr. 


Clerse fo far accepts of his Excuſe, as to ki) 


CO OTE Un nr oO ogy 
, 


br him more innocently employ'd than many of his Biblioth, 
hate And I am told by thoſe who read ſuch Choiſie, 
Poems as theſe Gentlemen complain of, That there Jm. 11. 
ire not a few amorous and wanton, not to ſay P. 229 
hody Poems, publiſh'd by ſuch Reverend Dixines 1. 
i haye not Mr. Barnes's Excuſmmmeme. 
The Repreſenters, as a farther Proof of a Con- 
federacy to carry on the Cauſe of Infidelity, like- 
wiſe ay, That by Mock-Catechiſms fram'd in a p. 10. 
light manner upon vain and trifling Subjects, tbe y 
© have endeavour'd to depreciate thoſe excellent 
© gummaries of the Chriſtian Faith, by which a 
e right Senſe of Religious Truths is firſt inſtill'd | 
into the Minds of Children” © © 
Theſe Mock-Catechiſms were, as I underſtand, a 
fort of 4ob-Speftators, deſignd to expoſe the 
Tricks and Cheats of ſome Men, which they as 
conſtantly practis d, as if they bad been taught 
em in their Catechiſm. And there's no reaſon to 
imagine the Gruhſtreet Scriblers who wrote em, 
any more deſign'd to depreciate the Church-Cate- 
chiſm, than the News-Writers do the Confirmation 
ud by our Church, when that word is mention'd 
in their Papers: Tho I can't ſay fo of thoſe who 


* 


ach the Children at the Charity- Schools, not tbe 
Guuchs, but one Lewis s Catechiſm ; and, contrarx 
to Lay, make em̃ repeat it in the Chur. 
Had the; Clergy, when thoſe Mock-Catechiſms 
were cry d about the ſtreets, imagin'd that this was 
the Reſult of the united Counſels of Infidels, in order 

to depreciate the excellent Summaries of the Chrif- 

tian Faith; wou'd none of em have taken the leaſt 
notice of it? And are not theſe Repreſenters Men 

of deep Penetration, who could fo long after make 
this notable Diſcovery ? which ſome think had been 

a Secret ſtill, had it not been for the ſake of a Pam- - 
Phlet, entitled, I New Catechiſm ; which is not 
Wrote on looſe or vain Subjects, but to defend Reli- 
bon againſt ſome of the moſt irreligious Men that 
erer were, if what is there charg'd on 'em be true; 

ak which I think there can be little reaſon to doubt, 

nce neither they who are moſt concern'd to Nw | 
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| that they have not been miſrepreſented, have under. 


tanken to clear themſelves, or any others for em, 4s 


might eaſily have been done, if thoſe moſt profane 


and blaſphemons Sayings (on which the Anthors ay 


as great a ſtreſs as if they were Summaries of the 
Chriſtian Faith) were not fairly cited, __ 
 *© TheFadtors for Infidelity (fay the Repreſentets) 


© have republiſh'd and collected into Volumes, Pieces 
. © written long ago on the ſide of Infidelity ; which 


© wou'd have lain altogether neglected and forgot. 


© ten, without ſuch a Revival.” OY 
And here I can't but obſerve, that notwithſtand. 
ing the great Clamour theſe Gentlemen make about 


the late exceſſive Growth of Iofidelity, we ſee they 


themſclves own, that there were Pieces which make 
Volumes, written long ago (many of them by 
_ Eminent Divines) on the fide of Infidelity. And 


"tis a ſign the People of this Age are not < 


fond of Infidelity, if thoſe Pieces (viz. the firſt 
and ſecond Parts of the Phenix) wou'd have lain 
neglected and : | 
publiſh d, not by Men combin:d together in the 
_ Cauſe of Infidelity, but by John Danton Bookſeller, 


1 


orgotten, bad they not been re- 


whom none ever in the leaſt ſuſpected of Infidelity, 


And had the Repreſenters, before they made this 
uncharitable and falſe Charge, * inquir'd into ths 
matter, Mr. Dunton would no- doubt readily have 
told 'em what I now produce under his Hand. 


| 7 T being generally thought that the following Words in 


= the Repreſentation of the Lower Houſe of Convo- 


cation, [They have republiſh'd, and collected. into. 


Volumes, Pieces written long ago on the ſide of I- 
fidelity, which wou'd have lain altogether neglected 


and forgotten, without ſach a Revival] do refer to 


the two Volumes of the Phenix; I who was the Pros 


1 
7 ”a N * nee 1 g 


jector of that Deſign, do hereby certify, that I had 


no other end in that Undertaking, than preſerving 


curious and valuable Pieces, without any deſign to 


promote Infidelity, or to ſerve one Party more tht 
another”: * of which the Burden of Iſſachar, in the 


fecond Poltme, which was written againſt the Scotch 


- Preby* 
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.ecbyterian', is a plain Inſtance. And I take this 
Fred to inform the Reader, that the Preface tothe 
Bl $erond Volume, which gives an Account of my De- 
> fon, "as well as if each Tract in that Volume, was 
: written by the Ingenious and Reverend Mr. Chriſto: - 
ben Obryen, 4 Nonjuring Clergyman. Wirnefs my = 
"WM Hind this 6rb of: March, 1710 
ee let 2.-7O HN DUINTON. 


© Theſe Infidels have, ſay the Repreſenters, pro- P. 10. 

cut d Abſtracts and Commendations of their own _ 
profane Writings, and probably drawn up by 

. © themſelves, to be inſerted in foreign Journals, and 

˖ then have tranſlated them into the Engliſh Tongue, 

7 * andpubliſh'd them here at home, in order to add 

. © the greater weight to their wicked Opinions. 

y This, tho ſpoken of profane Writings in gene- 

q ral, to make the World believe there have been no 

{0 

ſt 


mall namber of ſuch Abſtracts, can only relate to 
Monſieur Le Clerc's Abſtract of the Rights of the 
Chriſtian Church; and po one will wonder that 
theſe Men ſhow'd think it impoſſible for a Prieſt to 
commend a Book written againſt Prieſtcraft, except 
te was hir'd, But, however, they ought to have 
conſider'd, that general Rules are not without ex- 
c:ption, and that they were ſpeaking of a very 
ſirange fort. of Prieſt, one who chuſes to ſtarve in a 
Country the freeſt from Prieſtcraft, that he may 
undiſturb'd write againſt it, rather than join with 
any Set of High-Charch Prieſts in promoting it; 
tho a Man of his Parts, Learning and Induſtry, 
cod he fo far proſtitute his Conſcience, might ob- 
tun from any Set of them what Terms he pleaſes. 
con d not think Monſieur Le Clerc, conſidering 
the Proteſtants abroad ſeem to underſtand the Re- 
preſenters, and what they are driving at, better 
than moſt People at home, wou'd have done them 
Honour to take notice of ſuch a Reflection; but 


certain Perſons who have given out in England, Choiſie, 

that they who ſent me the Book, entitled, The Tom. 23, 

: Rights of the Chriſtian Church (which has made ſo p. 235, 
„5 I - © great 236. 


de declares, *1 take this Opportunity to undeceive Biblioth, | 


— — ” 5 
So IT oe IE EEG , nr 


N 
* 
* 
\ I 

af 

13 
AS 
14S 
v8 
A. 

7 
js 

9 

* 

* 

* 
1 
* 
9 
4 
1 LY 
N 8 
* 
Y, A 
\ + 
F.0 
' 

* 
8 
"| 
+ d 
A 
h; * 

* 
J 

* 
1 
* 
40 


, 
UN 
V 
1 
Wo 
10 
* 
* 
, 
* 
% 
Fg 
4 
1 
% 
[yl 
1 
40 
Bat 
F 
11 
J. 
1 
99 
8 
7 
| 
A. 
f * 
* 


— Sa on DS 


RED —*— 
— - : 
4 — 


— World, that the Author of the Rights was jo far fun 


VVV 
zreat a noiſe in England) had given me a Rewarg 

for the notice I take of it, that there rnd | 

_ © greater Falſhood ; and J can ſafely proteſt az an MW. 

* honeſt Man, and before God, that for making Ml 

mention df that, or any other Book, I had nej- 

_ © ther Promiſe nor Reward: they who have pub- 

liſh d the eontrary, have either publiſh'd a Lye of 

* their own Invention, or elſe they have been im. 
2 7255 on. 1 can further affirm, I know of 10 

© Perſon that ever ſent me a Bock out of Englay, 

© witha Pelign to publiſli again my Extradt gf it 

* inthe Fate Tongue. 
Io ſhew what regard the Repreſenters have. for 

Truth, and how much they ſcorn to impoſe on their 

: Read ers, I take the liberty to inſert another Certj- 


c 


: 77 HERE As it is ſuggeſted in a late Repreſen- 
tation, that ſome Authors have tranſlated Ab- 
tracts and Commendations of their own profane 
Writings, inſerted in foreign Journals, back into the 
Engliſh Tongue; and having ſufficient ground w 
conclude, that thereby is meant the Extratt of the 
Rights of the Chriſtian Church, I think my ſelf dd, 
lig d, in regard to Truth and Fuſtice, to Faris the 
having any hand in the Tranſlation of that Extrali 
that to the beſt. of my remembrance he knew nothin of 
it till it was publiſh'd 5, and 1 verily beliove he id # 
that time. no acquaintance either with the Gentleman 
who tranſlated it, or with him who wrote the Preface. 


to it. Witneſs my Hand, March 8. 1711. * 
In the Judgment of all Caſuiſts, they who afſert I *f 
ali ds true, which they do not know to be fo, Fa 
are equally guilty of a Lye, as if the thing were Wh 1 
falſe; becanlſe they wou'd impoſe on the World, as if th 
they kyew that to be true which they do not know ,, 
de ſo: Which neceſſary Caution, had it been obſervd i. 
by theſe Repreſenters, we ſhou'd not have ſo many if 


things, of which they cou d have no proof, os (fl 


n 
oſitively. The other Repreſentation has, by o- 

5 a great number of Facts roundly aſſerted 

here, particularly all relating to the Combination 

B ad Confederacy to carry on the Cauſe of Infidelity, 

. na great meaſure avoided ſplitting on this Roc. 

Mr. Whifton ſays, © We may eaſily learn from Poſi/cript | 


S the whole Conduct of our preſent, and other the 7 % 24 
i | | 2 

„ tie late Convocations and Synods, how very falli-Terdix, 
. - 


u © where few or none dare ſpeak their real Senti- 
© ments freely and openly, and every ſingle Mem- 


rn ber is afraid of the reſt ; where a fe notable and 
managing Men, ſupported by others behind the 
. W © Curtain, can lead whole Bodies as they pleaſe ; 


© where Examination is efteem'd very dangerous, and 
beneath the Dignity of the Body; where the com- 
1. W * on Right to be heard before Cenſure is deny d; 
b. © nhere Facts notoriouſly falſe paſs for great Mo- 
ne ties and Arguments, and particular Drawers up 


be of Cenſures or Repreſentations can engage whole 
% Bodies to aſſert ſuch Facts; where two diſtinct 
te © Houſes ſhall fo little agree about the Doctrines of 
6, dhe Church, that out of eighteen Heretical Arti- 
dies cenſur'd in the Upper, but twelve ſhall ap: 
on WR © pear cenſur'd by the Lower, and the Upper ſhall 
bear fo far unconcern d about one Third of its 
7. Cenſure, as to drop it immediately in compliance 
4 100 h the Lower.” What J quote this for, is to 
nan i ew, that if the Upper Houſe cou'd, I will not 
fact u drop their Faith, but let ſo many Propoſitions 


has for Orthodox, which before they had con- 


BY. Lemm d as Heretical, rather than diſagree with the 
Leer; one may, after ſuch a condeſcending Piece 

ſeri et Compliance, very eafily conclude, that all thoſe 

- ſo, MM Facts and Circumſtances that the Upper Houſe cou l 

my * * into, were not in the leaſt prov'd to % otter 

to, Ihe Reverend Dr. Atterbnry ſays, © That the gout oy 

ids. 14A f 1 . 5 | : ntry of 

err d tt ot Scandal is grown to a high pitch of Per- 2h Farlia, 

many YI , ſection, and that ſome of the Order are extreme- mentary = 


h improv'd in their Skill that Way. But none Writ in the 
oy Ffftainly more than the Compilers of this Repre- Journal of 
— ! R · 
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* 


e, — © 
ſentation, ſince 'tis impoſſible to excetd them in the . 
black Art of ſpreading Scandal; Who, to make the M« 
World believe that * the Church and Kingdom are Ml * 
_ over-run with Infidelity, ſuppoſe that which is men. 
tion'd only by a ſingle Author, to be ſaid by = FT 
Party, and to be the reſult of their upited Conn. Ms; 
ſels for promoting the Canſe of Infidelity, Ang 
that the Confederacy for Infidelity may appear the 
greater, what one Author only writes, is introducd 8 
with they ſay in ſeveral Places; nay ſometimes 
no Author can be found for what they charge on 2 
nuünber of Men 8 

P. 12. * They ſay, When wild Pretences to Inſpiration 
© and Miracles have been ſet up by modern Im- 
© Poftors, they have ſeem'd to countenance the 

© Fraud, and give Credit to it with a view of draw: 
ing Parallels from thence, to the prejudice of re- 

al Inſpirationabd Wiracelee s. 

| may venture to ſay, that cou'd they produce 
any one, except a High-Church Writer, who has 
_endeavour'd to draw ſuch a Parallel, it wou d 

not have been expreſs'd fo tenderly with a Jeers 

to countenmice, & c. and that they have no more 
ground for this Charge, than for calling a parc 

_ of poor deluded Wretches Impoſtors, when that 
laying ſuch a ſtreſs on Emes's Reſurrection alone 
is a luffcient Proof of their beinWas much in ear- 
neſt as the Reverend Mr. Maſon of Northanp: 
TT, and the diſtracted Crew that follow'd 

lad I room to mention what the High- Church 
Writers have ſaid on this Head, it was eaſy to 

ſhew, that the Repreſenters cou'd not invent any 

thing more grofly {candalous of others, than what 
might be really found in them; nothing ever pet 
'P.7,8,G9c in Print can equal what is quoted in the New Cs 
© rechiſm from Mr. Dodwell, Dr. Hicks, Mr. Lei), 
P. 12. I he Repreſenters ſay, They have in a gra 
and ſolemn manner recounted the fabulous Relations 
© occurring in Heathen Writers; they have repte 
© {ented theſe as carrying ſome of the chief Ma 


Iv). 


- MW tcan'd than diſprov'd, on the foot of the Argy- 
> W* ments urg'd in behalf of the Truth of Chriftia- 
e )))). ßßß ĩͤ 
- As io this place they can only mean the Author 


lng to give an Account of the Controverſy be. 
tween them 5 and therefore I ſhall only ſay, That 
I do not ke bow this Writer's allowing the re- 


carry not only what his Adverſary calls the 


in the Fathers, who, in their Apologies and 


gility. 


* 


en 
ore beating Priefts, you will hardly eſcape pailing for 
cel n lußdel, becauſe you contradict the Fathers, who 


Farm d they were real Oracles deliver'd by evil 
Pris, But if yogthink the other miraculous Ke- 


urch Ned them done by the ame ſupernatural Power, as 
toe Oracles deliver'd their Anſwers —© 
any Ade beſt, we can ſay of the Fathers, if what 
what WF* Kepreſenters ſay is true, is, That they were 
r yet Pack of credulous old Fools, in believing the 
Cons Relations of Miracles recorded in Hea- 


elenters, the ſuppoſing that the very beit 
| tf Marks of Truth, is deftreying thoſe Proofs 
Which Chriſtianity is built, and an evident 


and Signatures of Truth, and eaſier to be con- 


> the Detection of Leſſey s four Mirts, proving 
them to be Martes of the Beaſt, ſo it wou'd be too 


lation of Miracles, recorded in Heathen Stories, to 


chief Marks and Signatures of Truth, but to be 
rally true, cou'd be a greater Crime in him than 


ether Writings, maintain, that the Miracles oc- 
curring in Heathen Writers, and in particular 
wok mention d by him, were really done by Evil 
Spirits; and ſure they were no Factors for [nfi- 


There's no pleaſing ſome Men : for if you be- 


lie the ambiguous or ſenſleſs Anſwers of the Ora- 8 
(ks to be only the Contrivance and Roguery of 


ons, related bY"Heathen Authors, to be true, or 
to carry ſome of Mr. Lejey's chief Marks of 
ruth, you are then a Promoter of lufidelity, tho 
ie Fathers equally believ'd thole Miracles, and ſup- 


a Writers-z whereas in the Judgment of the 


klted of thoſe Miracles carries but ſome of the 


Mark 


(28) 
Mark that they, who affirm it, are not only Ty. 
gels, but that they are combin d together for car: 
tying on the Cauſe of Infidelity ; and there: 
fore tho there is but one Perſon who affirms 
this, yet to pin down Infidelity on a Party, it is 
uſher'd in with They ſay. e 
The Author of a Lettey to Mr. Dodwell, c. 
taining ſome Remarks on Mr. Clark's Anſwer to his 
Epiftolary Diſoourſe, after baving ſhewn the 4bfir: 
dity of being govern'd by Authorities, aud off 
taking up with receivd Opinions without Examing 
tion, ſays, © I publickly return you my Thanks for 
© your Diſcourſe, wherein you have ſhewn a noble 
Example of Freedom and Liberty in attacking a 
* receiv'd Opinion. —Under the Protection of you 
Authority, I ſhall propoſe ſome of my Thoughts, 
This Compliment, tho taken ever lo ſtrictly, c 
amount to no more than uſing Mr. Doawel!'s Authc 
rity as a handle to introduce his own Sentiments a 
giainſt an authoriz'd Opinion, yet it has occation 
P. 12, 13. this following Harangue : * When particular ant 
© unwarrantable Opinions have at any time bee 
© maintain'd by Men otherwiſe eminent for Piet 
and Learning, the Friends of Infidelity have nd 
© fail'd to lay hold of that Opportunity, and in 
prove it to the prejudice of Religion; thoſe ge 
© Perſons, whoſe learned Labours in defence of 0 
common Faith they had before undervalud a 
© held in utmoſt contempt, they began now to ext 
and pretended to revere : for the ſake of their 
© rors, their deep Judgment they admir d, their! 
© tegrity they magnify'd, and appeal'd to their 
© thority as deciſive in favour of a Paradox, WI 
© they wou'd have refus'd to have been conclud 
hy it in any other Point whatſoever. _ 
| Frefito Dr. Hicks, from Feſtus Pompeius, ſays, it WE 
| bis two old Proverb, Sabini quod volunt ſomniant, AN 
| Treatiſe, coud dream whatever he had a mind; and tit 
p. 10. fore no Sacrifice was made without ſuch a relig 
Dreamer. But here's no ſingle Sabine, but a Bod 
Men, who, without recourſe to Dreams, can " 
all the Solemnity and Gravity imaginable a 


le Nation what they pleaſe; and if they-can up- 


on ſo ſmall a foundation raiſe ſuch a vaſt Super- 
ſtructure, and upon no better ground draw ſuch 
Inferences, and give ſuch a turn to things; when 
by the Preſs being open, they run the riſque of be- 
ing expos d, what will they ſeruple to aſſert, if ever 


the Preſs is reſtrain'd in their favour ? Men who are 


bred up to haranguing, may be ſo long us'd to put 
falſe Colours, and give wrong turns to things, that 
at lalt it may become almoſt impoſſible for them 


bo repreſent Matters plainly and ſincerely. 


The Repreſenters ſay, © That by diſplaying the P. 11. 


© Cheats and Impoſitions of Pagan and Popiſh 
© Prieſts, they have endeavour'd to draw Infamy 


© on the Prieſthood in general, and to render the 
© Order it ſelf, in what Religion ſoever it was 
found, equally the Object of publick Averſion and 


The diſplaying the Cheats of the Popiſh and 
Pagan Prieſts wou'd be a very high Panegyrick on 
any Prieſts, who do not practiſe the like; but to 
ſuppoſe, as theſe Repreſenters do, that the very 
mentioning the Cheats either of Pagan or Popiſh 
Prieſts, tends to draw Infamy on the Prieſthood in 
general, and to make the Order it ſelf, in whatſo- 


wer Religion it be found, the Object of publick - Mo 


Averſion or Contempt, is in effect ſaying, That 

Prieſts of all Religions are the ſame, and that we 
have Prieſts at home, who for Cheats and Tricks 
can match any Popiſh or Pagan Prieſts on the Globe. 


| Laymen can bear being told of the Crafts or 


Cheats practis d by People of their own Profeſtion 5 


but the High-Church Prieſts, who no doubt under- 


ſtand their own Intereſt, can't endure the mention- 


ing the Cheats of Prieſts, tho of a Religion never 


„„ theirowmn, Oo 
Was it Sir R. H. who reflected on the Proteſtant. 


Clergy of the Church of England, when, in his 
Hiſtory of Religion, he expos d the Cheats of the 
Romiſh Prieſts; or was it the Reverend Dr. A——y, 
who ſaid, it was whipping our Clergy on the back 
of the Romiſp, and thereby gave too juſt occaſion 


for 


for reply ing, that they richly deſery'd it for riding 
on their Backs? e FB TY 
| One wou'd think the Reverend Mr. Collier had a , | 
| Mind not to vindicate, but expoſe the Honour of © 
 Inmorali- the Clergy, when he ſays, © That the Author of Ml © 
ty of the © Don Sebaſtian ſtrikes at the Biſhops thro the Sides Ml " 
Stage, © of the Mufti, and borrows the name of the T,,; WC 
P. 103+ © to make thei Chriſtian ridiculous; he knows the Ml 8 
Iranſition from one Religion to another is natu- ( 
© ral, and the Application eaſy.” And ths the He-. 
then Prieſts were the moſt ly ing People then in the 
World, yet he will not forgive Oedipus his [was- 
gering, as be calls it, againſt Prieſts, in ſaying tg 


Why feck I Truth from Thee? |: 4 
© The Smiles of Conrtiers, and the Harlots Tears 
Are Truths to what Priefts tell © 
O why has Pricſthood Privilege to lje, 
And yet to be believd! _ 


I am afraid the World, whatever they did befure, 

.__ wlll be apt, ſince the publiſhing this Repreſentation, 

> to be of Mr. Colliers Mind, and to think the Tra- 
ſſition natural, and the Application e? . 
Baxter's What Mr. Baxter ſays in his Paraphraſe on the 
Poſiſcripßt New Teſtament, of the hypocritical Prieſts and 
0 bis Pa- Phariſees, was upon a Clergy-Search, as he calls it, 
_  raphraſe on condemn'd as a Libel on the Biſhops and Clergy 
_ the New of the Church of England, tho he did not ſo much 
Teſtam. as mention them; but by way of Innuendo, he mult 
needs mean them: and for this he was ſeverely fin d, 
and had dy'd in Priſon, where he had been confin d 

tuo years, had not the King pardon d him. 
Poſtſer. to Mr. Whifton complains, © That it is frequently 
| the Convo- © in the Mouths of the Writers for the Church, 
 - catiin's that ſome things are to be conceal'd for fear they 
Proceed- * gratify Atheiſts and Deiſts; and ſays, Certainly 
ines, p. 90. nothing prejudices them more than ſuch Procedute 
5 and Expreſſions, while they thereby perceive Re- 
mains of pious Frauds every where, and fulpe 


it has been ſo from the beginning. They fre wel 


wan >. — — 3 5 
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En © 
S ere not to be let plainly into the Truth of Facts, | 
© but to be matag'd with Cunning and worldly 
E Prudence, for fear of being diſguſted at Chriſtia- 
| nity, But the Repreſenters great Caution by 
nach ontdoes this, and will not have us mention the 
þ Cheats even of the Enemies of Chriſtianity, the Pa- 

gan Prieſts, for fear it ſtrikes at the whole Order of 
w / nn | 
Oor Clergy, when they formerly excluded ſome | 
vart of the - Holy, Scripture from being read in | 
Churches, to make room for Apocryphal Books, par- | 
g ticularly for the Story of the Cheats of the Prieſts i 


of Bell, certainly did not think that the mention- 
ing the Cheats of Pagan Prieſts tended to reflect 
on the Prieſt hood in general. Had they been of the 
Repreſenters Mind, I can't fee but they muſt have 
binder d a good part of the Old Teſtament from 
being publickly read, becauſe it's ſo ſevere a Re- 
tection on the Tricks, Cheats and Ropuery of the 
FemiſþPrieſts : and no ſmall Portion of the New _ 
Tefament muſt have undergone the ſame Fate, ſince 
that Divine Book is the greateſt Satyr that can be 
om Prieſtcraft; and our Saviour himſelf, upon all 
occations, expoſes the Conduct of the then eſtabliſh'd 
A .. Es 
„Ide Repreſenters ſay, © Infidelity, when em- P. 17, 18. 
„ brac d, cancels all the ſtrongeſt Obligations of 5 4 
Duty, and diſſolves thoſe religious Bonds of Obe- Gy 9 
: dience, by which the Thrones of Princes are beſt N 
keurd, and their Authority moſt firmly ſuppor- 
ted; and therefore we can't but obſerve to your 
Majeſty, that they who derided Churches, and 
" Creeds, and Myſteries, were the ſame who in- 
ſalted the Memory, and juſtify'd the Murder of 
be Royal Martyr, applauded the Rebellion rais'd | 
 gainft him, and have taken a great deal of wic- 
ed pains in collecting and publiſhing the Works 
of thoſe Writers, who were the mott declar d 
Enemies to Monarchy.” 3 
lt all this Section relates only to Mr. Toland, 
bo publiſh'd a Book, entitled, Chriſtianity not 
Aller ius, and ſometime after reprinted the W or 
Sal Ae wn f 
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of Harrington and Milton (who no doubt were 1 
great Commonwealthſmen as ſome of thoſe Greek 


this, I ſay, relates only to him, and they cant 
produce ſeveral Writers who have affirm'd al 


ſuſpect that this is only ſaid to put them on a false 


pecially ſince they have taken no notice of thoſe 
Principles, tho daily increaſing, which make the 
| Revolution, and all done upon it, particularly the 
ſettling the Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanno, lo WF | 


. „„ 


and Roman Writers, who have been ſet out and 
adorn'd with Notes by High-Church Prieſts) If 
theſe things; will not the World have ſome reaſon to 


Scent, and divert the Nation from diſcerning who 
are the real Enemies to the preſent Conſtitution, eſ. 


many Acts of Rebellion and Uſurpation? _ 


If Men can, without any ground, thus ſolemnly 
charge Crimes of the higheit nature on a Party, 
v bat are they not capable of doing? Whoſe Repu- 
tation, Fortune or Life is ſafe, that falls under their 


Gen. 49. 
Y 


. 


C 

© Credulity on the other; and they have left tus . 
Reflection to be apply'd to the Books of the New iſ 
© Teſtament, and the Authors of them. 
( 


forg d in the earlieſt times of the Church, and there 
by are as much guilty of repreſenting them # 


dulity on the other, as the Author of Amyntor hin. 
ſelf; who certainly did not, as they ſay, leave l 


rious Books and the Writers of them. 


Secret ! wnto their Aſſembly, mine Honour, be nt thou 


© tation enumerated the ſeveral ſpurious Treatiks 


Diſpleaſure.? Come not thou, O my Soul, into their 
They have, ſay the Repreſenters, with Often- 


© forg'd in the earlieſt times of the Church, 
5 which they repreſent as times of great Fraud and 
© Impoſture on one hand, of great Ignorance and 


This too relates only to Mr. Toland, who, in bis 
 Amyntor, has given us a Catalogue of thoſe ſpurious 
Ireatiſes, which theſe Gentlemen likewiſe own wett 


times of Impoſture on the one hand, and of Cre 


Readers to apply what he ſays of the ſpurious Books 
or the Writers of them, to the New Teſtament on ( 
the Authors of it, when he enumerates thoſe ei p. 


| 


| SL. 


Ik thoſe Gentlemen were not very much at a loſs 
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as or Arguments to make out the late exceſlive 

ek WM Growth of Infidelity, they wou'd not have inter- P. 3. 

1d pers d up and down their Repreſentation ſo many 4 
I things from Mr. Toland; for they have not yet qone 0 
rt nich him: When they ſay, © That the Authority of {3 
all Wh © the preſent Canon of Scripture has been repreſented Y 
to as ſtanding on a very precarious Foundation, and the | 


e Spuriouſneſs of ſeveral Paſſages, and of ſome Books 

bo of it, was more than inſinuated; this alſo relates 

eto Mr. Toland's Amyntor, in which there's nothing Amyn— 

ole chat ſo much ſtrikes at the Authority of the Canon, tor, p. 68. — 1 
he Wi 25 a long Quotation out of Mr. Dodwell, of which k | 
he Wi till then our Divines were pleas'd not to take the „„ 
£0  " Fn | 
. [ beg leave to ask theſe Repreſenters, whether it 

ily WM wou'd be fair, if one, who was writing the State 

of the Religion of the Nation, ſhou'd reflect only 

on one Party, tho the other infinitely more de- 

ſer d it; and to prove that there was an exceſſive 

Growth of Infidelity amongſt them, ſhou'd diſperſe 

up and down, in his Repreſentation, the irreligious _ 

and profane Sayings of Mr. Dodwell, and generally 

introduce them with they fax. 1 


ties Shou'd he, for inſtance, inſtead of quoting the _ : = 
uch Wi proper Author, iutroduce his Repreſentation with 2 
and WY: They ſay, That the Writers of the firſt Cen- Pod- a 
d tory ſeem to know nothing of the Canonical Differt. on _ 
t 1015 WY Books of the New Teſtament ; That if they Irenzus, ' 
Ne WE had been then publiſh'd, they wou'd have been S. 38, 29. .1Y 
„ erwbelm'd under a * multitude of Apocry- + His tu 9 
in bös pal and Suppoſititious Books, & c. and ſhou'd add, Letters a- 0 
arten That they have expos'd the Prophecies of the Old 0% going = 
n WerTeſtament to Scorn and Contempt f: That to take 770 0r- = 
there off the Proof of the Truth of Chriſtianity, drawn der. =. 
em rom the number of its Martyrs, they bave writ a || Dodw. = 
Cre Diſfertatian oh ; "tet. i. Diflerts = 

W -icrtation, to prove moſt of thoſe Relations to qe p = 
bim e Fables: That to expoſe and turn our Holy Sa- 3 = 
ave bis » r LO exp Oe Martyr. S 
"Bodk raments into ridicule, they have maintain'd, That ++ Pod- 1 
ö 


e Lord's Supper was inſtituted to keep the Laity well Pre. 

| ubjetion to the Clergy ** ; That the Soul being monition to 

Frinciple naturally mortal, none can render it h Epiſt. 
e OLE "OY 5772.7 i 
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this wou'd be fairer in the Caſe of Dodpel, tha 
of his Countryman Toland; ſince it muſt be a 5 
7) barge Book that can contain all the extravagant 


this muddy-headed 7r;:7an : and the Univerſity 0 
Oxford did themſelves 185 Honour to prefer bim, the 
only a Maſter of Aris of Dublin, beſote amy © 
their own Doctofs, when they choſe him for thei 
Hiſtory-Profeſſor. Nor did they, except dy "a 
of Reverence, take notice of any of his prof 
' Sayings, till Mr. Toland quoted that which finkt 
at the Authority of the New Teſtament. 


_ fidel, and that he writ with a Deſign to ovekthro 
Chriſtianity; wou'd it not become them, who wit 
all their Infinuations and Innuendo's can't arg 


any Perſon or any Party, to be much more (patin 
in their Cenſures ; eſpecially if they conſider tl 
there are few High-Church Authors, who have o 
as much as Dodwell, but have vented as many irre 


call'd The New Catechiſm, tho that contains ! 
more of their irreligious and impious Not 


* 


That to ridicule the Doctrine of the Church con- 


together as unaccountable as theſe, were introduced 
with a They ſay, or ſo diſpers d up and down in a Re- 
preſentation, that they might ſeem to be written by 
ſeveral Perſons ; wou'd not High- Church exclaim 4- 


8 


(340 


+ Podw. immortal but Biſhops f: That to 2gorandize the 
whole Ep. Power of Bifhops, they moſt blaſphemouſſy ſay, 


 Dijcourſe. © That God is oblig'd to open and ſhut Heaven“ , 
Paræn. Gate, according to the Sentence of the * 5. | 
p- 196. © ſhops; That to judg of a Biſhop and his a 


is the ſame as to judg of God and his Chriſt + 


cerning Predeſtination, thev ſay, © Paul borrow 
© his Notion of it' from the Phariſees, and they 
© from the f Sroicks,” I fav, © 


If twenty other Expreſſions of Mr. Dodwel, if 


gainſt this as a moſt villanous Practice? And yer 


ommendattons that High-Church have beſtow or 


If your High-Church Prieſts wou'd think it un 
charitable to ſuppoſe, that Mr. Dodwell was an | 


ſo many things tending to promote Infidelity WW; 


gious Sayings? And how many ſtaring Paſſages 
this nature are to be found in a Three-Penny Pape 


dd * 


„ban could be compriz'd in ſhort Anſwers ? f ; 
ven Thar nothing may be omitted that can be 5 | 
 Bfhought in the leaſt to favour Infidelity, Mr. _—_ 


Dram, that by the Terms of the Covenant of 
Grace, Men, if their Faith equals that of Erich | 


— Pn . 2 


ca d Elijah, may like them never taſte of Death, is 
4 repreſented as a Whimſy too extravagant for him 
er believe, and therefore muſt be wrote with a De- 


en to expoſe all Religion. But I ſee no reaſon why 


15 there ma) not be at leaſt one Man in this Age of | 
that Opinion, when in the very firſt Age of Chriſ- Euſeb. | 
45 kiarity there was a whole Sect of Chriſtians call'd Eccl.Hift. ivy 
f I 3 „ e their Baptiſm ſecur dl. 3. c. 2. 14 
d vet * b. r and the Reverend Mr. 1 = 
\ ere, compares theſe Primitive Chriſtians with Remarks ; of 
wahr. Ai, and ſays, that their Doctrine was much in his, — { 
bf the ſame Complexion with what Ar. Aſgill broactyd Lanes, — 
agant ately, tho not with the fame Succeſs of Followers. : "of Juſtin s Z = 


e ind now let the Reader judg whether the Repre- 47% | 


We Enters have any jaft ground to complain, that their p. 1 "i ; 
ck op" Church js over-run with Atheiſm and Deiſm ; ES 
e to ſuppoſe that Infidelity prevails under the Go. ROE 
_ vernment and Care of ſuch nurſing Mother of - 7 „ 1 
roſa ne, © famous for her exemplary Religion — 
u kiety, more than it did even fn the Reigns of „ 4 
N he moſt impious and irreligious of- any of her Pre- 11 | 
1 Con d theſe Gentlemen pick out among that Party, | 
thro 0 they labour to fix the exceſſive Growth ofß | f 
ho wit a clity, ſuch a number as the Repreſenters are = 
chat? 0 tobe, who wou'd not ſcruple to aſſert but - | 
ity A etlentieth part of the Falſhoods that are in this — 
 {parin 1 by Morphem; they wou'd then have i1Þ 
lor th = better foundation for their Charge of the 1 
a 4 of Religion, both Natural and Reveal d. 1 
1y irre 3 in the Opinion of all impar- _ | 4 i 
ilſages ; 2 ＋ have not more expos'd themſelves by 5 | if 
y Papt "fron unjuſtifiable Methods they have taken to — {8 
ans I areliglon, Impiety and Infidelity on a Party, the. — 


eſt in the World from deſerving that Cenſure 
2 dy overlooking all thoſe of their own fide, eſ- 
ally the Eccleliaſticks, out of whoſe Works 


Notion 
4 


OR» : partial 5 one of them We ſee has Honeſty enough to 
4 Letier ſay, With what Face or Conſcience, Mr, Prolocy- 
about a | 
Motion in 
Convocat. c ;: 
es like 


II theſe Gentlemen had the leaſt regard to their, 
don Reputation, they wou'd never have been guilty 
_ of ſo groſs Partiality, in moſt impolitickly over: 


Part IJ. feigud by the Mind, or imagin'd N Tales publick- 


chap. CE. 


Volumes of irreligious, profane and impious Sav- 
ings mogul be collected. . : A : : "Y 8 7 
al] Clergymen, God be thank'd, are not thys 


tor, can we offer to complain of the [ icentiou( 
neſs taken by Lay-Writers, and yet connive at the 
Offences given by the Miniſters of our 


' N doubt greater Offences? for if all the Þ 


© all Books againſt Religion, Scripture, Laus of 


* this Land, ard Conſtitution of this Church, were | 
here pack'd up together, I wou'd undertake to 


pick out the worſt of them, by pointing at thoſe 
© Written by Clergymen, even of the moſt profane 
* Drollery, as well as the moſt ſerious Hereſy, C“ 


locking the Author of the Tale of à Tab. Coud 
any, fo juſtly as he, deſerve to be reckon'd a Fafer 
| for Infidelity? Was there ever a Book ſo full of 
Irreligion, Profaneneſs, Impiety and Blaſphemy ! | 
D:d they not know that it had given the higheſt 
Scandal to all ſcher Chriſtians z and the more ſo, 
| becauſe written by a Chriſtian Prieſt, to banter and 
ridicule the whole Chriſtian Inſtitution? 
Mr. Hobbs ſays, that the Fear of Power inviſible 


3 


ly allom d, is Religion; not allow'd, Superſtition, but 


our Reverend Divine is refolv'd to.. ontdo that A- 


_ theiſt, and makes Chriſtianity to be not only à 


8 Tale, but a Tale of a Tub. 


Lucian, tho bred a Heathen, and conſequently 
with all thoſe Prejudices that Chriſtianity (then fo 
little underſtood) labour d under, yet has been con 
demmn'd in all After-Ages as a moſt execrable Vir 
lain, nat fo much for his ſpeaking againſt Chriſtia- 


nity (for what elſe cou'd be expected from a Bear 


then) but for treating fo ſerious a thing as Keligion 


after ſo ludicrous a manner. But the Reverend Au-. 


thor of the Tale of a Tub, tho bred. a Chriſtian, 
Chriſtian 


and from his Youth dedicated to the Service of the 
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Chriſtian Altar, and made a Diſpenſer of God's 

Holy Word and Sacraments, and ſo doubly bound 

to defend the Goſpel, as well as to become a whole- 

ſome Example to the Flock of Chriſt, according to his 

ſolemn Vow at his receiving Orders, has infriitely 

oatdone that Heathen Scoffer in ridiculing the Goſ- 

pel, and treating Chriſtianity with ſo much Scorn 

and Contempt. And yet this precious Divine, not- 
withſtanding the great Clamour againſt Blaſphemy 

and Iofidelity, expects, for the great Services he has 4 TT 
done his Party, to be advanc'd to ſome * Eccleſiaſti- * Le Des- 
cal Poſt, equal to his mighty Talents in Banter Sh 
and Buffonery; Talents which never fail to be Wells. 
greatly eſteem'd by High- Church, as being that 
which in Controverlies of Religion they chiefly de- 


ty WW _ $hou'd it be true what this Reverend Buffoon =» 
er- fs, That abundance of the good People of Eng- p. 286. 
ud . 4 will be fatisfy'd with no other Machine tan 
i © that of Mabomet, who refus d to be born to Hea- . 
of MW * ven but upon an Af: Yet can any think that 
y? Wl fcha Prieſt, tho ever fo much an Afs, can car- 
y a Man thither? „ 

Such a Prieſt, I ay, who ſpends a whole Chap- 
ter to ridicule Inſpiration? And to ſhew what 
2 contemptible Opinion he has of bis, Bible, tells 
u That wiſe Philoſophers bold all Writings P. 127. 
to be fruitful in the proportion they are dark; 
ande therefore the true illuminated, that is the 
Garkeſt of all, have met with numberleſs Com- 
EEE one Ea ee 9x. 

What the inſpir'd Authors affirm of God him- 

elk, he, after his profane manner, applies to a Sute 
of Clothes, and ſays, that in them we live, and P. 61. 


y Ghoſt, talks of the Analogy between cloven P. 294. 
be and cloven Feet. But when the Deſign of 
7 Bock is to make the whole of Chriſtianity a a 
Ale of a Tub, tis no wonder that it is = 9 
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baſh and ave our Being. : .and not content with | SD 1 
blaſp emoully affirming, That the Corruption of the P. 294. FE 
enſes is the Generation of the Spirit; he, as tho his Y 
10 tion was to be guilty of the Sin againſt the 1 
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writing a pious Meditation on a Broomftick. 


OL Re, 5 
ſuch Expreſſions as theſe: the calling the Rleſſed 
Virgin a Cow, and the Holy Croſs a Sign- Poſt, are 
ſome of the things the leaſt offenſive in this Reverend 
Author. Po rio dg fr On 

I muſt do him this Juſtice, as to obſerve, that ne- 
ver did the Infidel and Prieſt appear fo blended and 
mixt together, as they do in all his Writings ; and 
his Converſation is, if poſſible, more ſcandalous 
than his Tale of a Tub: there he outlyes, out- 
curſes and outſwears his Emperor Peter, and vents 
Bawdy among the Women as faſt as Blaſphemy a- |} 
mong the Men; and he is never better pleas'd than 
when he is proftituting his Pen in ſome vile Job, 
too ſcandalous for any other Writer: and there 
fore tis not ſtrange at preſent he is in full Imploy; 
tho, for the Good of the Church, it were to de 
 wiſh'd, he bad never been worſe imploy'd than in 


Had the Repreſenters, to make out their Charge, 
complain d of thoſe who have taken the Oaths cou 
trary to their Conſciences, and for more than twen- 
ty Years plaid the Hypocrite- in the moſt ſolemn 
Acts of Devotion, the Complaint had been juſt 
for ſuch Men muſt long ago have got the better 
of their Conſciences. And the Repreſenters beli 
know, for whoſe ſake it was that the greater Sin of 
Perjury, as well as the leſſer Sin of Lying, was not 
once mention'd'in this Repreſentation. 
Setting aſide theſe High Churchmen, the Repre 
ſenters can have no Pretence for giving the Prefe- 
rence, upon the account of Religion, to the times 
preceding the Revolution. They ſure can't forget 
| how Atheiſm and Deiſm prevail'd in the Reign of 
Charles II. What a Noiſe did the Works of a no. 
torious Atheiſt make in thoſe Days? and he, if 
we may believe what the Clergy then wrote, pro- 
ſelyted not a few of the better ſort, who went un- 
der the name of Hobbifts ; a dame which, tho then 
very common, is now quite extint. 
| The only Book now in being, which from one f | 
end to the other is an open Defence of Atheiſm, 3 5 
that of Lucretius: and yet that moſt impious 1 


*T 1) 


in Charles II's Reign, was with infinite Pains turn d 
into Engliſb Verſe, that the Smoothneſs and Sweet- 
neſs of the Metre might ſupply what was wanting 
in the Argument; that the Elegance of the Expref- 
ſion, the melodious Harmony of Number, and all 
thoſe other bewitching Beauties, which attend good 
poetry, might inſenſibly inſtil the Poiſon into the 


Minds of unthinking People; eſpecially of the 5 


Youth, whoſe Imagination is generally too ſtrong 
for their Reaſon, and their Fancy too powerful 
for their Judgment. And this celebrated Tran- 
lation was not only made by an Oxford Scholar 
(who was thereupon prefer'd) but it was licens d by 
the Univerſity of Oxford, where he was look d on 


as a ray Lad that had not read the Lucretius of 


Creech, who dy'd as he liv'd, like a true Atheiſt; 
bat being a High-Church Prieſt, his murdering 
himſelf was not made to paſs for a Judgment. 


One in the firſt Rank of Quality, and plac'd, Character 


by the Memorial of the Church, in the firſt o 
Rank of High-Church Champions, ſays, in the 
Character he gives of Ch. II. © I dare confident- = 
© ly affrm his Religion to be only that which is 


f Ch. II. RS 


© valgarly, tho unjuſtly, counted nbneat all, I mean 


© Daiſm ;, and this uncommon Opinion he ow'd more 
* to the Livelineſs of his Temper, than either to 
much Reading or much Conſideration : for his 
* Quickneſs of Apprehenſion, at firſt View, cou d 


_ *diſcern thro the ſeveral Cheats of pious Pretencesz _ 


and his natural Lazineſs confirm'd him in an - 
* qual Miſtruſt of them all, for fear of examining 
Is not this owning that all Religion but Natural 
is a Cheat; and that tho ſome Cheats are not as bad 
s others, yet that a Man of quick Apprehenſion, with- 
out much Reading or much Conſideration, ſees thro 
them all? I Ef, 
Ibo there was an exceſſive Growth of Infidelity 


in the Reigns preceding the Revolution, yet that 


ny ſuch a ſtop to it, that notwithſtanding the Li- 
erty of the Preſs, nothing was publiſh'd in favour 
of it, I mean by Laymen, except what I have juſt 


N 


b now quoted from a High-Church Charnpion, nd 
the Oracles of Reaſon publiſh'd by Ck. Gildon, who 


not only recanted, but wrote a Confutation of his 


former Errors. But this Repreſentation alone (now 
that part of it which relates to the Growth of Inf. 
delity is examin'd to the bottom) is a Demonſtration 
that atleaſt that part of the Nation, which is not 
tainted with Higb-Church Principles, can't he 
_ charg'd with publiſhing any thing in favour of Ink. 
delity. And ſince this is all that the Repreſenters, 


upon the ſtricteſt Examinatton, can produce, to- juf. - 


tify the great Clamour which the High-Church 
Prieſts have made about the Increaſe of Infidelity; 
is it not (now freed from Miſrepreſentations) the 
higheſt Panegyrick on thoſe it was delign'd to er- 
poſe, and the greateſt Satyr on thoſe to whom it was 
intended to do the moſt Service? 
If the exceſſive Growth of Infidelity, which the 
Repreſenters complain of, be not to be found among 
the Laity, we muſt of courſe look for it among the 
Clergy. And 'tis no eaſy matter to diſcover allthe 
 Irfidels among the, becaule their Intereſt (tho 
they were void of all Faith) muſt oblige them to de- 
clare on the fide of Chriſtianity ; and therefore tis 


buy their Conduct alone that we are to learn who are 


in earneſt for Religion, and who profeſs it only for 
© the ke of worldly Ends. un eh 
If we ſee Clergymen, under colour of Religion, 
aiming to make Mankind give them that Faith and 
that Obedience which can be due to God alone, vix. 
an implicit Faith, and an abſolute Obedience, and 
therefore pretend that nothing leſs than Damnation 
is the Sanction by which they enforce their De- 
crees: VV 1 55 
If they pervert the moſt ſolemn Offices of Reli 
gion to vile and indirect Purpoſes, and ſcarce ever 
in their Sermons uſe the moſt. ſacred Name of God, 
dt to countenance an Untruth, and do almoſt as 
often miſapply as quote the Scriptures: _ 


If, upon all occaſions, they ſacrifice every thing 


Civil or Sacred, to gratify their Malice or Ambl- 
lion; and inſtead of incuſcating Charity, Mo oe 
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o Ml tation, mutual Forbearance, doing as Men woud 
is de done unto (which Natural as well as Re- 
w wald Religion require) they preach up ſuch Max- 

fl. ins as extirpate all natural Pity and Humanity, 
ddl create everlaſting Animoſities, Feuds, Quärrels 
ot MW and perſecutions; we can't place ſuch Men among 
be Wl the Miniſters of the Goſpel (which is a Goſpel of 


. MW Peace) but among Hypocrites and Unbelievers. 
rs, If they (becauſe Slavery produces Ignorance, 


ul. and Ignorance whatever the Prieſts pleaſe) pervert 
<> WM the Scripture, in order to deſtroy the Free Govern- 
Vz; ments they live under, and preach up Arbitrary 
the Mnf Duc EGS 8 
2 If they endeavour to ſtifle Truth, by calumnia- 
ras ting the Perſons of their Adverſaries, by miſrepre- 
eenting their Doctrines; and boggle at no other vile 
the and wicked means to impoſe on the Underſtandings 
0g of the Laity, in order to tyrannize over their Con- 
he ſciences, Perſons and Properties: is it not plain that 
he ſuch Men, whatever Pretences they make, ſcrve no 
ho Cod but Mammon, and have no Religion but In- 
is ts in vain for Men to pretend to Religion, if 
are WM they ſeruple not to act inconſiſtently in matters of 
ior the higheſt conſequence, and at every turn talk = 
| WW bicknard and forward. For inſtance, Cou'd they 
ion, r up Paſſive- Obedience one Day, then for- 
and Wear it the next, and on the third reſume it 


bi ain: If they could lay down ſuch Principles as 


and I made it impoſſible for King James to loſe the 


on Right he had to the Peoples Allegiance, yet at the 
De. me time cou d own King William as rightful and 


Reli- [f they con'd abjure the Popiſh Line, and yet at 
ever Witte ſame time cry up Hereditary Right: 
lf they can ſwear to the Queen's Eccleſiaſtical Su- 
ſt as emacy, and at the ſame time make her ſubject to 
e Prieſts in Matters Eccleſiaſtical : _ - 


. 


Buy If they con d diſown the Biſhops depriv'd by Par- 
nb ment, and yet at the ſame time make it impoſſi- 
dera- e for the Lay-Powers to diſſolve the Spiritual re- 


$107» Nation between the Biſhop and the People of by 


Diſtrict: 


Wage a he . 
t f N * 0 ; io ol * 1 0 as? F 42 8 
: * U WOES * 4 4 by JR. 2 / 1 1 * Ms XK) „ N 


If they cou'd repreſent the Biſhops as ready 
give up all the Rights of the Epiſcopal Church, an} 
Fet at the ſame, time complain of their carrying 
their Epiſcopal Power too high, and lording it over 
their oppreſs d Presbyter?2?2?s 
If they cou'd maintain that the Government «f 
the Church was, by Divine Apoſtolical Right, in 
the Biſhops; and. at the ſame time cou d claim an 
equal ſhare with them in the Supreme or Legiſlative 


Power of the Church : = 
If they cou d vote the Church ont of danger, and 

at the eu time poſſeſs the People that it was in the 
x If they cou'd cry up the Church as the beſt con- 
ſtituted Church in the World, truly Primitive and 
Apoſtolick; and yet at the ſame time repreſent her 
founded in Lay-Ufurpation, and Secular Encroach: 
ments on its Divine Spiritual Powers : 
| There's no Opinion ſo ſtrange which ſome may 
not really believe; but nothing bar harden d Fore 
heads and ſear d Conſciences can make Men act ſo 
inconſiſtently, and have fo little regard to their 
moſt ſolemn Declarations. F 
If they cou'd rail at the Whigs for oppoſing thoſe 
Acts of Parliament, which have ſo much clipt the 
Prerogative ; and yet at the ſatme time repreſen 
them as Antimonarchical and Republica: 
If they can pretend one Set of Principles when 
they rail at Diſſenters, another when they write 2. 
FP —— oY 
If they can build Popiſh Practices upon Antipo- 

8 ow Principles, and can condemn the Papiſts for 
indring People, by a Reſtraint of the Preſs, from 

| ſeeing what their Adverſaries write, and frighting 
them by Spiritual and Civil Penalties from judging 
for themſelves ; and at the ſame time can zealoully 
- contend for the Practice of theſe things themſelves : 
In a word; If they can at any time, without the 
leaſt bluſli, upon proſpect of Advantage, change theic 
Maxims; and at the ſame time repreſent thoſe 35 
Enemies to the Church, who will not change with 


them, ſay and unſay juſt as it ſggves their latereſt: 2 


” 
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% Ml ich Diſtinctions, as make the Scripture a Noſe of 


| And if, to juſtify theſe Practices, they can colt . 


'd MW Wax, and deſtroy the Obligations of all Oaths 
ng Wl and all moral Duties: I fay, if there are Eccle - 


er ſaſticks who can make Religion the Cloke for theſe 


nd other ſuch vile Practices, a Man can't be at a 


of Wl under what bead to rank them. 


In If one ſees a vile Wretch ſtriking at the founda- 
an Wl tion of the Government, and arraigning the Admi- 


ve WF jiſtrtion 3 and, the better to do this, manifeſtly 
perverting the Sacred Writ, ' and before the moſt 


nd WF guſt Aſſembly in the World ſolemnly invoking = 
the WW God's Name to a moſt notorious Falſhood 7 bow 


can one believe that this Man has a Grain o 


on. WM gion? or that his chief Abettors had much more, I 
0 mean thoſe Reverend Divines, who if they did not 


Ki 


Reli- Wen. 


nale his Speech, cou'd not but be ſenſible of all his 
abominable Prevarications ; yet with lifted up Eyes, 
and all other Actions and Geſtures, ſeem'd to be as 


may WY mich affected with all he faid, as any of thoſe foo- 
dC. liſh Women whom this holy Farce had fet a cry- 
55 ing, Such a Conduct as this is apt to make People 


ſpe there are in the World (to borrow an Ex- 


thole 
t the 


reſent C—:, wou'd have acted fo ſcandalous a part. 
(RD. Some High-Church Prieſts can't be ſo much on 


ite a. theiſm will moſt unaccountably break out. The 
ting oy Dr. Hickes, in the Perſon of an Atheift 

s for Makes a Speech of at leaſt four Pages long in praiſe of 
„ from 
igbting 


* Fa 5 


jug lick Executions? Do not Criminals profeſs and 


elves: 


ew ſome Religion? Are there not as many Rob- 
erles, Rapes, Treaſons, Murders and Cheats, 
den in Chriſtian Countries who pretend moſt to 


prelfion from this Repreſentation) determin'd Ene- 
niet of all Religion and Goodneſs, and that we but 
fich, tho to get the D——y of C—C-— or 


teir Guard, but ſtrange Expreſſions in favour of 


Uheiſm, and ſays, among other things, Is there Pref. to 
among ten thouſand Drunkards, Swearers, Fornf. 5 ww. 
cators, Thieves, Murderers, one Atheiſt at pub- 1 
108 60 


clieion, as in the moſt ignorant and barbarous, 
Mo hape the leaſt? Did not Epicurus live as well 
c dorrater? Nay, he is fo bold as to make his 

K We Atheiſt 


Th;p.rop. Futon chat he ſays, That an Atheift\has a Conſci 


Atheiſt ſay, © Is it not injurious to Men to bave the 
c Bolief of ſuch ſuperſtitious Opinions impogd on 

_ © them, becauſe it makes them their own Slaves 
_ © and torments them Day and Night with needlek 
Terrors; and that whom the Rods, Axes, Goal; 
Ec. cou'd not terrify from violating their Duty 
to the Publick, neither, as Experience ſhew; 
© wou'd the fear of an Iuviſible Power refrain ?—} 
< that he who wou' d impoſe the Belief of ſuch (ih 
Doctrines, was as great an Enemy to the whole Race 
© of Mankind, as he who ſent them to the Gallies, 
That the Reader might believe that he had not 
mnention'd all that cou d be ſaid for Atheiſts, he adds, 
© There are Unbelievers that can argue better than! 
© can for them; tho in the Opinion of impartial 


| Judges, he hasargu'd better for Atheiſm than any 


Cauſe he ever undertook  _ I 
No Divine, tho ever. ſo much an Atheiſt, would 
in his own Perſon. write for Atheiſm ; and therefore 
whether the Doctor defigns in earneſt to favour A- 
theiſm, can only be judg'd by the end he had in 
- writing this long Panegyrick on Atheiſm. 
I be Doctors Adverſary had afferted, That an 
_ Atheiſt was an Enemy to all Mankind; and that he 
who deſtroy'd all Conſcience, cou'd not pretend a 
Right to Toleration on the account of Conſcience. 
The Doctor, on the contrary, not being able it ſeems 
to bear that an Atheiſt ſhou'd lic under ſuch a Cha 
racter, muſters up all the Arguments he cou d think 
_ of to prove, that Atheiſm was not only an innocent 
Opinion, but highly beneficial to Mankind; with 
out ef ing the leaſt Antidote to this Poiſon, but 
ſuffering his Reader to go off with all the favour 
dle! preflions of Ather it he cou'd infuſe in bim 
ner 2d he do otherwiſe, without Mo up tht 


| Cav to bis Adveriary, Beſides, [tis in bis ont 


ce, and that "tis a ſpeculative Point (that J 
F< it not influencing Practice) whether there be 
Gea, or whether he minds human Affairs. 
Was there more Infiuclity in the Nation tha 
even the Repreſenters would have us believe, * 
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pille than the Romi ſh Prieſts do theirs. 


7 


Las.) 


need not ſeek for any other Source of it than the 
Conduct of ſuch Eccleſiaſticks as I have been de- 
And tho the Repreſenters would have it P 
thought that the. Author of the Growth of Deiſm, 

in making the Conduct of High- Church Prieſts tend 
> Infidelity, wounds Religion thro the 
les of its profeſs d Servants and Followers; yet tis 


' 


to promote 


notorious, that all the few good Mev among em 3 
in all times own'd as much. But ſince the deſign' d 
Brevity of this Diſcourſe will not give me leave to 
prove this by Inſtances in all Ages, I ſhall only 
mention the Sentiments of the Jriſþ Clergy, and of 


„12. 


two or three of our own D:vines as to this mat- Repreſent. 


ter, The Iriſþ Convocation ſay, * That the groſs of the Iriſh 
Superſtition of the Church of Rome, which has Co 
© turn'd their publick Worſhip and Adminiſtra- 


© tion of their Sacraments into outward Pomp 
* anc Pageantry, together with that palpable Hy- 


* pocriſy of calculating many of the Doctrines of 


© the Church for Gain, is ſo fully detected, and be- 5 


© come ſo odious even to thoſe of their own Com- 
© manion, that great numbers too eaſily run into the 


* other Extreme, of utterly rejecting all Keveal'd | 
Religion. This Infidelity, which took its riſe 


* from Popiſh Countries, hath ſpread it ſelf among 


© Proteſtants, and is now growing dangerous to 


Yall Communities of Chriſtians.” | 
Ihe Jriſh Convocation, no doubt, are in 


the right 


in ſappoſing that the Pomp and Pageantry of the 


Romſh Church, together with the palpable Hypo- 


criſy of their Prieſts, is enough to make all thinking 


Men of that Communion to look on Popery as mere 


Prieſtcraft : but that would never make them quit 
Chriſtianity, if they did not obſerve the ſame Prieſt- 
craft in other Chriſtian Churches; much leſs is that 
ſufficient to make Infidelity ſpread among Prote- 


ſtants, who have none of that Pomp and Pageantry : | 


that can only be owing to thoſe Prieſts, who for the 


ſake of Gain draw Popith Conclufions from Proteſtant _ 
Premiſes, and build Popiſh Practices upon Proteſtant 


Principles; and thereby make their Hypocriſy more 
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If this Infidelity, which is now growing danpe: 


rous to all Communities of Chriſtians, took its tif 
from thoſe Doctrines which Prieſts for the fake of 
their ſeparate Intereſt have introduc'd; ought not all 
Governments, which are really concern'd for the 
Good of Chriſtianity as well as of their own Sub. 
jects, to do their utmoſt to prevent this growing 
Evil, and put a ſtop to theſe wicked Doctrines, not- 
3 any of their Clergy ſhou'd after 3 
moſt Phariſaical Juſtification of themſelves addreſs 
for more Profit and Power, on pretence of prevent- 
ing the Increaſe of Infidelity ? „„ 

I ho we can't learn from Eccleſiaſtical Story that 
the main Body of the Clergy ever really deſign'd to 
remove thoſe Corruptions- they themſelves had 
brought into Religion (as indeed there are very 
few but what are owing to them) yet ſometimes 
they have had ſo much ſeeming Goodneſs, as 
to be capable of bearing Reproof ; and did not 
call thoſe, who complain'd of their Conduct, A- 
theiſts, Deiſts, ec. or fay twas wounding Religion 
thro the ſides of its profeſs d Servants and Followers, 
Ik be Sermon that Dr. Coler (who was a wonderful 
good Man, as his Life writ by Eraſmus plainly 
thews) preach'd before the Convocation in 1511, 18 

a fort of Repreſentation of th: Religion of thol 
Times; and he is ſo far from laying all the fault 


Dr. Co- the Laity, that he tells the Clergy, © That now we 


let's Ser- © may truly ſeem to ſay, that all Which is in the 

von, prin- e Church is either the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of 
ted in the* the Eyes, cr Pride of Life, under which be com 
_ 24Volume& prehends all manner of Vices. And he gives ſuch 
of the an account of their exceſſive Wickedneſs ef all 
_ Phenix, kinds, as wou'd amaze any one who was not aC- 
Je. 455* quainted with Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. Of their Co- 
vetouſneſs in particular, he ſays, This abominable 
© Peſtilence has ſo enter'd into the Minds of almoſt 
all Priefts, and bath fo blinded the Eyes of their 
- © Underſtandings, that we ſee nothing but what 
« ſeems to bring us ſome Gain. To be ſhort, 4 

© Corruptnels, all the Decay of the Church, all the 

© Offences and Scandals of the World, colnerrom 


NW a <a © © © 


am 7 


%. 
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0 5 | TL the Covetouſneſs of the Prieſts. | And from Sr. 
17 « gernard he ſays that there are two kinds of He- 
“ relies, one arifing from perverſe Teaching, the 


© other from naughty Life; of which this latter is. 


the Ml, „ . 
N far worſe and more, perillous, reigning now in 
ud. . Prieſts to the utter and, miſerable Deſtruction of 


« the Church of Chriſt,” Tho this good Man thus 
expoſes the Vices of the Clergy, yet we do not find 
that they took avy offence at his Sermon 


But the Scene was alter'd in the time of Charles IL. 5 


. for the Biſhop of Sarum Tays, * He delign'd to have Refle@ims 
bat publim d Dr. Coler's Sermon, to ſhew the State of on 4 Book 
| to * things at the be inning of the Reformation; but concerning 
rd be was binder d by thoſe under whoſe direction he the Rights 
ry . had put bis Hiſtory, leſt it might be thought to , mg 
* de done with a de gn to reflect on the prelent as li _ 
e 

not Had the Biſhop of Sarum always obſerv'd this 

A- ae he had not ſo provok d the Malice of the 

ib Church Prieſts: But his Zeal for Chriſtianity 


oblig'd him to aſſign the true Cauſe of Infidelity. 
And therefore in his Preface to his Paftoral Care, 
made for the ſake. of his Clergy, and publiſh'd in 
i692, he ſays, I am forc'd to declare, that hay- P. 24, 25. 
ing. much free Converſation with many fatally * 
* corrupted that way, they have very often own'd 
%% me, that nothing promoted this ſo much in 
them, as the very bad buen which they took up 
ſt of of allClergyg n of all ſides.“ And then he men- 
oh tlons what they laid of their Conduct, and particu- 
fuck ly, That tho for carrying on of their own Au- 
all . tdority or Fortunes, which in one word they call'd 
ac- their Trade, they. ſeem'd to be very. poſitive in 
Co- . Arming the Truth of their Doctrines; yet they 
able . in their own hearts did not believe it, ſince they 
moſt I; Und fo little ſuitable to it, and were ſo much {et 
heir en railing themſelves by it, and fo little on ad- 
hat . ancing the Honour of their Profeſſion, by an ex- 
„ all Plary Piety and a ſhining Converſation.” 
the il nd (ſpeaking on an Occaſion where there was 
from mere than ordinary reaſon to mention it) he ſays, 
the I have ſince my Converſation with }:lmot Earl of 
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Bp of Sa- Rochefter had many octaſions to diſcourſe. wich ßes 


Speech at © affirm, that the greateſt prejudice thek Perſons 


p. 15. © ſee Clergymen take Oaths a 
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rums * ple tainted with theſe wicked Principles; and 1 4, 


Sacheve- © have at Religion, at the Clergy. and at 
rel Trial, lick Worſhip of God, is this. That hers of 
| ne! Oa nd uſe all Prayers bath 
© ordinary and extraordinary for the Government 
* and yet in their N and Diſcourſes, and of 
Lutte in their Sermons, they ſhew viſibly that they 
«= © look another way: from whence they conclude, 


© that they are a mercenary fort of People without 
// / / 


©. Before the Revolation the like Complaints were 
made by the Excellent Dr. Henry More, who has 
Section in his Aer) of Gonne, B. 10. Ch, 2. 
to ſhem that the Hypocriſy of Profeſſors fills the Marl 
with Atheiſts : where he ſays, * That Men are ex- 
© ceedingly tempted to think the whole Buſinek of 
Religion is at beſt but a Plbt to enrich the Prieſts 
© and keep the People in awe, from their obſerving 
that they who make the greateſt noiſe about Reli- 
gion, and are the moſt zealous therein, do negte& 
the Laws of Honeſty and common Humanity: 
Iba they can eaſily invade other Mens Right; 


* 


4 


© That they can Joggle, diffemble, and lye for ad- 
< vantage: That they are proud, conceited, love, 
© the Applauſe of the People, are envious, fierce, 
© and implacable, unclean and Enfual mercileſs and 
© cruel, care not to have Kingdoms flow in Blood, 
© for maintaining their Tyranny over the Conſcien. 


© ces of poor deladed Souls oo © 
And l ſince'tis plain from Witneſſes above all ex- 
ception, that when any of. the unthinking Laity ate, 
ſtagger d in their Faith, tis owing to the molt irre. 
ligious Conduct of thoſe who make the greateſt 
noiſe about Religion, I ſhall therefore diſmils thele 
Gentlemen with this moſt excellent Advice of our 
Blefſed Saviour : Thou Hypocrite ! caſt out fir the 
Beam out of thy own Eye; and then ſhalt thou ſet 
clearly to pull out the Mote that is in thy Brother's 
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